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The Time of a Lifetime
Paul Foster Case in Mexico City - 1954
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Dear fellow aspirants, 

It is such an honor and pleasure to be here with you today, in the heart of this great city. 

As you may already know, it was here that our founder, Paul Foster Case, spent the 
final days of his incarnation - an incarnation of profound service to the spiritual well-

being and evolution of humanity.

Today, I would like to share with you some of the details of that momentous visit.
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B.O.T.A. Board Meeting Minutes – January 11, 1954

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Paul and his wife, Harriet Bullock Case, came to Mexico City in early 1954 for vacation - 
to experience the sights and delights of the city, and to enjoy some much-needed rest 

and relaxation. 

But of course, any such excursion provided opportunities for building connections and 
expanding the work of the Order.

The earliest known indicator that this voyage was being considered can be found in the 
B.O.T.A. board meeting minutes from January 11, 1954, which include the following 

entry:

Paul Foster Case announced he was taking a trip to Mexico, and plans were made for contacting 
a student there, with the hope of stimulating a study group in the area.
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Pontiac Advertisement
Valley Times Newspaper (North Hollywood)

Tuesday, February 2, 1954

Google Maps Public Domain



It’s not entirely clear when the couple set out on their journey, but it was probably 
sometime in early-to-mid-February.

They appear to have driven the whole distance in their car, which was a Pontiac of 
some variety.

One can only imagine what such a lengthy trip must have been like for the couple.

Even today, with modern highways and vehicles, it would take approximately 33 hours 
of driving to traverse the distance between Los Angeles and Mexico City, a span of 

nearly two thousand miles or three thousand kilometers.
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Paul and Harriet (date uncertain, between 1946 and 1954)

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Paul was 69 years old. 

He also had a number of physical health issues, probably as a result of his many years 
of hardship and severe austerity. 

Harriet was younger – being just shy of 61 - but had fallen and broken her hip less than 
ten months prior to their drive to Mexico.

Even so, they were both veteran travelers and exceedingly adventurous.
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Hotel Francis – Mexico City (date unknown)

Private Collection



While in Mexico City, the couple roomed at the Hotel Francis.

This iconic establishment still exists, although it is now called the Hotel 
Imperial Reforma. 

In fact, it is only about half a mile, or one kilometer, away from where we are 
currently assembled. 
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Hotel Francis Letterhead – Letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



It was from the Hotel Francis that Paul Foster Case wrote his final letter – or at least the 
last one that we know of - which was addressed to Ann Davies in Los Angeles.

The letter is written on the Hotel Francis letterhead and dated February 22, 1954.
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Chanale

Channah  / Hannah  /  Anna  / Ann

Extract from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Affectionately, the letter opens with a pet name for Ann: “Chanale.”

This is a diminutive form of Chana or Hanah, the original Hebrew for Anna or Ann, 
meaning “grace” or “favor.” 

Thus, Chanale means “little grace” or “little favor.”
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Extract from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Ann Davies – probably mid-to-late 1940s

A Collins cocktail

PexelsLos Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Let’s read some of the letter together.

Chanale darling:

We read your two letters, of the 18th and 19th, at brunch today, and were much amused by your 
account of your evening out. Trust you to get and hold attention anywhere! The first meal today 
was brunch because we had rather a late night of it with Senor Chavez. He arrived at the hotel 
about 6 p.m., and we chatted until nearly nine over some delicious rum collinses in the cocktail 
room of this hotel. 
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Extract from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Jena Bar and Restaurant - interior – 1948Jena Bar and Restaurant - exterior – 1950s

UnknownPrivate CollectionLos Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Then we went to the Jena restaurant, just around the corner, for dinner. By Mexican reckoning, 
the dinner (a most delicious one, with a bottle of wonderful Spanish wine similar to Rhine wine) 
came to $121.50. Doesn’t that look extravagant. Well, in U.S. money the whole cost was about 
$14.00 for three people, plus a little over 11 cents tip for the cloak-room girl. 
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Extract from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Jena Bar and Restaurant Menu – 1950s

Private CollectionLos Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Harriet and Senor Chavez had Filet of Sole Amandine (sole with almonds), and I had some small 
red snapper, a fish I haven’t tasted for years. Besides that, we prefaced the meal with the very best 
shrimp cocktail I’ve ever eaten. The Jena is one of the three top restaurants in Mexico, and the 
cooking is simply superb. Imagine getting such a meal, such service, and not-so-bad dinner 
music at, say, the Biltmore or the Ambassador, for about $3.65, tip included!
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Extracts from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Sanborns, La Casa de los Azulejos (The Tiled House) – 1940s (left) – date unknown (right) 

Private CollectionLos Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives Private Collection



Sometimes we go down to Sanborn’s for lunch or for breakfast, but as a rule we take those two 
meals in the dining room here, where we get really good food, especially at breakfast.

Senor Chavez was delightful, and is very well read in both Hindu and Western occultism. 

Senor Chavez, it seems, knows a good deal about electronics, and hopes to utilize his knowledge 
in the construction of apparatus that will demonstrate scientifically some of the truths of 
occultism. He also hopes to be able to transform the light of Venus into sound by means of some 
electronic device. Reminds me a little of Felix in that respect, though he is thoroughly steeped in 
occultism. His job is with the purchasing department of the National Electric Commission.
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Extracts from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

The Mexican Police Band – date unknown

Public Domain: Library of CongressLos Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Earlier yesterday we got the Pontiac from the garage and drove out to Chapultepec Park, just in 
time to hear what is probably the best band on the Western continent, the Mexico Police Band. 
They played divinely, and it was a delight to me to watch the beautiful precision of the conductor. 
We both wished you were with us. Imagine hearing the selection from Carmen, a lovely tango by 
Ibaniz (I think), and various other really fine pieces, sitting under great trees in full leaf, with the 
sunshine making beautiful patterns in various shades of green. The green-pained folding-chairs 
were filled with all sorts and conditions of Mexicans, all smiling and thoroughly enjoying the 
music and their Sunday holiday.
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Extract from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Chapultepec Park

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives Pexels



After that we walked over to the Zoo, also the place where a miniature railway encircles the 
whole big enclosure. Group after group, often consisting of papa and mama, with one kid 
toddling along, another in a go-cart, a third in either mama’s or papa’s arms, and a fourth inside 
mama, passed us, and all were smiling and evidently having the time of their lives. Groups of 
older girls. Other groups of young men in their Sunday best, and clearly out for flirtation. 
Charros with big sombreros and gay costumes, mounted on beautiful horses with saddles and 
bridles of elaborate leather-work, trotted or walked their steeds along a broad bridle-path. Then 
we got back into the car, and made two circuits of the park. You never saw such a park. 
Thick, thick with lovely tall trees, among which wind the drives for autos, and innumerable foot-
paths (calzadas) provided with lots and lots of stone benches. Again, all over the park we saw 
family pic-nic parties with their “lonches” spread out on blankets.
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Extract from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Paul and Harriet at the Xochimilco Canals, possibly with Señor and Señora Chavez – last known photograph of Paul Foster Case – 1954

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



After our second turn through the park we started for Xochimilco, which is one of the great 
Sunday afternoon sights. But somehow we missed the road that turns off to it, and kept on till 
we came to a toll-gate, where we paid five pesos (57 cents) to enter one of the most beautifully 
engineered roads I ever saw. We shall take it later for Cuernavaca, but yesterday we thought we 
should never find a place to turn back. Eventually, about five miles from the toll-gate (no, nearer 
ten miles) we found a cross-over, and got back here by 5 o'clock, so Harriet had time to bathe 
and change.
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Extract from a letter from Paul Foster Case to Ann Davies – February 22, 1954

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Give my best to Bonny, and to all the students. And my love to you Annie-Poo. Next time we 
come down here, I want you with us. You’ll have what I’m having, the time of a lifetime.

As always,

Paul

P.S.  I haven’t tried to correct the errors in this screed. My touch & the Hermes don’t seem to 
agree. And I shall insist on a new ribbon. Harriet sends lots of love and kisses, and thanks for 
forwarding all the letters.

P.



16 Petite Amazon by Rosalie Gordon 

Ann Davies and her sister, Rosalie Gordon – date unknown



According to Ann’s sister, Rosalie Gordon, Harriet telephoned Ann one night to inform 
her that Paul had suffered a stroke but was still alive.

Paul was taken to the ABC Medical Center (Centro Médico ABC), otherwise known as 
the American-British-Cowdray Hospital. 

This is the oldest private medical facility in Mexico and is located about 2 and half miles 
(or four kilometers) away from the Hotel Francis.

Conveniently, the hospital is well known for serving English-speaking patients.
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Paul Foster Case’s death certificate, issued by the U.S. 
Embassy in Mexico City, in English

Paul Foster Case’s death certificate, issued by Mexican authorities, 
in Spanish

Public Domain



A couple of hours later, Harriet called Ann again to inform her that a second stroke had 
occurred and that Paul had passed peacefully. 

According to a mutual friend, Harriet made both calls from the hospital.

Although Harriet reported strokes, the official cause of death was listed as “Auricular 
Fibrillation of the Heart.” 

The time of death was recorded as 11:00 p.m. 

Even though the emotional impact must have been tectonic, the news of Paul’s 
transition was not a total surprise to Ann. 

Before the voyage south to Mexico City commenced, Paul confided to her that he felt 
that he would not be coming back.
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Extract from Paul Foster Case’s death certificate, issued by the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City, in English

Extract from Paul Foster Case’s death certificate, issued by Mexican authorities, in Spanish

Public Domain Public Domain



One might expect such matters to be fairly straightforward; however, there is some 
confusion about the date of Paul’s passing.

The original death certificate, in Spanish, documents the date as March 1st.

However, the English-language version records the date as March 2nd.



So, which date is actually correct?

All of the announcements that followed, whether issued by B.O.T.A., or in magazines or 
newspapers, reported the date of transition as March 2nd.

While it seems unlikely that the doctor would make an error concerning something so 
simple, yet so important, it seems even less probable to me that both Harriet and Ann 

would not know exactly when Paul’s passing took place.

Additionally, Ann’s sister, Rosalie, kept a daily journal and would likewise be well 
aware of the correct date.

So, with all of this in mind, it seems to me that March 2nd is the most likely answer.

On a rather surprising coincidental side note, the certifying doctor was named Carlos 
Castaneda. 
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Graves and crypts at Panteón Civil de Dolores - 2024 Crematorium at Panteón Civil de Dolores - 2009

Wikimedia Commons - by Pequeño Mar Wikimedia Commons - by Thelmadatter



In accordance with Mexican law, Paul’s body was cremated within twenty-four hours of 
his passing, at the crematoria located within the Panteón Civil de Dolores.

The Panteón Civil de Dolores (or Civil Pantheon of Sorrows) is the largest cemetery in 
all of Mexico, with roughly 700,000 tombs. 

It is the resting place of poets, musicians, political figures, and so many others, 
including such influential artists as Diego Rivera.
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Harriet Bullock Case – date unknown Felix J. Frazer – date unknown

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Several days later, Harriet, bearing Paul’s ashes, was driven back to Los Angeles by 
Felix Frazer.

For those who may not already know, Felix was an intellectual friend of Paul, Harriet, 
and Ann.

In subsequent years, Felix was also a vital force in manifesting Ann’s dream of 
establishing a permanent Temple and in broadening the reach of the Order so as to 

make its teachings available to a larger number of aspirants.
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B.O.T.A. announcement - March 9, 1954

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



An official announcement was sent out by B.O.T.A., dated March 9, 1954, which 
included the following statements:

To the Friends and Pupils of Dr. Paul Foster Case:

In accordance with his expressed wishes, a Memorial Service will be conducted on TUESDAY, 
MARCH 16th, 1954, at 11:30 A.M. in the Church of the Recessional at Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park.
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Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, California – grounds and Great Mausoleum - 2019

Wikimedia Commons - by 1906editor



Forest Lawn Memorial Park is located in Glendale, California, about 4 miles (or 6 kilometers) 
from Paul and Harriet’s home, and roughly the same distance from the building that would 

later become the B.O.T.A. Temple of Tarot and Holy Qabalah. 

One of Forest Lawn’s founders, Dr. Hubert Eaton, stated that he aimed to make it "as unlike 
other cemeteries as sunshine is unlike darkness." 

Upon viewing the grounds and the structures nestled here and there, many may feel 
inclined to believe that he did, indeed, achieve that aim. 

The rolling green hills, leisurely winding ways, and vast shade trees, produce an atmosphere 
of emerald tranquility, which is simultaneously refreshingly open and sheltering.



Wikimedia Commons - by FLgruiz23

Church of the Recessional - Forest Lawn Memorial Park - 2021



The Church of the Recessional at Forest Lawn was closely modeled after the Parish 
Church of St. Margaret of Antioch in Rottingdean, Sussex, England, portions of which 

predate the Norman Conquest in 1066. 

St. Margaret’s is a place of extraordinary beauty and history. 

Rudyard Kipling was a resident of Rottingdean for a while and lived there during the 
time when he wrote his famous poem, Recessional, which was composed for Queen 

Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. 



In fact, this poem and St. Margaret’s were the primary inspirations for the Church of the 
Recessional at Forest Lawn. 

Evidence of this can be clearly seen above the exit of the Church of the Recessional, 
where the words “LEST WE FORGET” appear over the doorway. 

This is the dramatic refrain from Kipling’s poem. 

The complete poem also appears engraved in stone outside, in the church grounds.



24

Rudyard Kipling - 1895

Public Domain



Some here may recall that Paul Foster Case and Rudyard Kipling corresponded by 
letter when Paul was a young boy. 

This exchange may have taken place when Kipling lived in Dummerston, Vermont 
(from 1893 to 1896)

Dummerston is about 300 miles away from Paul’s childhood home in Fairport, 
New York.

It seems probable that this point of connection contributed to Paul’s choosing the 
Church of the Recessional for his memorial.
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Song of the Angels by William-Adolphe Bouguereau – 1881 – Forest Lawn Memorial Park - 2021 

Wikimedia Commons - by FLgruiz



Other quotes of a Biblical nature, such as “Let not your heart be troubled. Neither let it be 
afraid” and “I am the way, the truth, and the life” can be found within the church. 

Additionally, an exquisite painting named Song of the Angels, by the renowned artist, 
William-Adolphe Bouguereau, can be seen in a small chapel inside the church. 

In short, the Church of the Recessional is a place of beauty and reverence – perfect for 
remembering a life dedicated to manifesting both those qualities.



26 Ubique Vol. 6 No. 5 – Autumn 1937 – provided by +William Downey, the Presiding Bishop of the Liberal Catholic Church

Paul Foster Case’s Liberal Catholic Church altar missal with handwritten additions

Paul Foster Case (left) at his LCC ordination - 1937 

Private Collection



The service for Paul Foster Case was conducted by one of his friends, a fellow Liberal 
Catholic priest named Father Henry Donath. 

He was assisted by Eugene Emard, a B.O.T.A. member who later became one of the first 
few ministers of Builders of the Adytum.
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Ubique – a provincial journal of the Liberal Catholic Church (for the United States and Canada) – title block

Provided by +William Downey, the Presiding Bishop of the Liberal Catholic Church



The following account of the service appeared in the June 1954 edition of Ubique 
Magazine, an official publication of the Liberal Catholic Church (LCC):

Dr. Paul Foster Case of Los Angeles, Liberal Catholic Priest since 1937, died unexpectedly on 
Tuesday night, March 2nd, while vacationing in Mexico City with his wife, Mrs. Harriet Case.

Dr. Case was born Oct. 3, 1884, in New York State and as a young man was a professional 
organist and orchestra leader. 

Later in life he devoted his entire time to teaching, lecturing & writing on the Ancient Wisdom. 

He was the founder and leader of Builders of the Adytum, Ltd., an organization which 
disseminates the teachings and techniques of the Tarot and the Qabalah.



On Tuesday, March 16, 1954 at 11 A.M., over 200 of his friends and pupils gathered at the 
beautiful Church of the Recessional for the memorial requiem.

It was, perhaps, the most impressive Liberal Catholic eucharist that has been celebrated in this 
area for many a long year. 

The Church of the Recessional was built in Forest Lawn Memorial Park as a tribute to the life 
and works of the great soldier-poet Rudyard Kipling. 

It is an exact reproduction of the Parish Church of St. Margaret in Rottingdean, England, where 
Kipling was inspired to write his famous poem ‘Recessional.’

The beautiful words of the Liberal Catholic Liturgy made a profound impression on those who 
had never before been privileged to attend such a service. 



The Rev. Henry B. Donath sang the mass and was assisted by a large group of Liberal Catholics 
who sat together in the front of the church, being led in the singing by Mrs. Donath. 

The Rev. Arnold Richardson ably presided at the lovely organ. 

Many people remarked about the fine music. 

Father Donath gave a short but very impressive eulogy.



It is interesting to note, perhaps parenthetically, that several persons present testified to the inner 
beauty of the service and to the presence of Dr. Case, at whose especial request this memorial 
service for the repose of his soul was arranged. 

One of Dr. Case’s pupils who is totally blind was able, through inner sight, to see the candles on 
the altar!

Fr. Donath brought to the church the altar and appointments which are used in his private 
oratory. 

Especial thanks go to Mr. Paul Chamberlain for the use of his trailer and for his wonderful co-
operation in transporting the equipment, as well as his efficient assistance in the sanctuary. 

The other server was Mr. Eugene Emard, a member of the Builders of the Adytum.



Mrs. Harriet Case, widow of Dr. Case, had brought the cremated ashes to the United States from 
Mexico City, and the box containing them was placed in the sanctuary.

Numerous members of the congregation said afterwards – ‘That is exactly the sort of memorial 
service I want when I go. It was simply perfect.’
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Reverend Harriet B. Case and Reverend Eugene Emard – date unknown (1959 – 1972)

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



According to Eugene Emard, Paul’s ashes were contained in an urn made of Honduran 
mahogany about 8 to 10 inches (or 20 to 25 centimeters) tall, which he described as “A 

beautiful thing.”

In an interview conducted in 1979, Father Henry Donath added that the urn was placed 
on top of the tabernacle during the service. 
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Harriet at home (Tiphareth) - 1971

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



Later that evening, a sort of ‘wake’ took place at Paul and Harriet’s home on Highland 
View Place, which was lovingly named Tiphareth.

Many people were in attendance. 

In the words of Father Donath:

“We had a little ceremony where we all got together as friends…  you know, make a kind of 
communication (with Paul), not a séance, but just to remember [and] send him our best 

thoughts, in his new life.”
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Forest Lawn Memorial Park – Haven of Peace – Adepts’ Row



Today, those who wish to pay their respects may do so on their own wherever they 
may be, or they can visit Forest Lawn Memorial Park where Paul’s ashes and grave 

marker reside. 

In fact, Paul, Harriet, and Ann were all laid to rest at Forest Lawn, in an area officially 
known as Haven of Peace. 

But some B.O.T.A. old timers have another name for this revered patch of ground, 
which they call “Adepts’ Row.” 
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Forest Lawn information sheet by William A. Chesterman - 1999

Will Chesterman with Ann Davies in New Zealand - 1969

Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives Los Angeles B.O.T.A. Temple Archives



In 1999, Will Chesterman, who was the Prolocutor General of B.O.T.A. at that time, 
created an information sheet to guide aspirants to the spot where the grave 

markers reside. 

The sheet included the following words about Paul, Harriet, and Ann:

We do not worship or deify them. We revere them. This rather uncommon word means that 
we regard a person as having been of an [exalted] nature. We hold them with both affection 

and veneration, which, in turn, means profound respect.

On a related note, Eugene Emard and his wife, Lillian, are also commemorated at 
Forest Lawn. 

Additionally, Paul and Harriet’s friend, Israel Regardie, is likewise interred within 
those peaceful grounds.
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Paul Foster Case’s grave marker



Piecing together the fragments of the past can feel somewhat like reconstructing a 
shattered vase of unknown design.

Little by little – as each shard joins to another, more and more of the original shape 
takes form. 

Not only does this help us better understand how and why our wisdom tradition is 
fashioned as it is – revealing an unbroken golden chain of transference and 

development throughout human history – but, through greater comprehension of 
that continuity, we can better carry forth the light of wisdom and understanding 

into the future.

Furthermore, we can better appreciate the tremendous degrees of sacrifice and 
service that were necessary to make these precious teachings available to us today.
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Peering into the past can also feel a little like traveling back in time.

I can imagine sitting at a table in the Hotel Francis with Paul and Harriet: the warm, 
flickering light of candles; the occasional clink of cutlery, their voices engaged in the 

easy rhythm of casual conversation; their laughter and expressions of enjoyment; and 
speech elevated by minds refined by decades of dedicated application of Ageless 

Wisdom, lovingly guided by the secret wisdom of the heart.

Although it would be a dream come true to actually roll back the years and share those 
moments with them for my own personal delight, I also wish that I could convey to 

them something of what the Order is like now, for their benefit.



I would love to tell Paul that his aspirations for a group in Mexico have not only come 
to fruition but that the work here is flourishing, with multiple groups throughout Latin 
America, and hundreds of studious Builders applying the teachings in their daily lives.

I think he would be tremendously pleased.

Moreso, I suspect that this conference - here in Mexico City, seventy-two years after his 
passing, to the very day – would move him deeply.

I am so thankful to all who made this gathering possible and who invited me to share 
this experience with you.

May light be extended upon and through us all. 

Shalom.
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