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“Thy Word
is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.”

Psalms 119:105
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THE LANTERN

A QABALISTIC INTERPRETATION OF CHRISTMAS
from a Sunday Service talk by Rev. Ann Davies

Our topic this morning is the Qabalistic
Interpretation of Christmas. Two Sundays
ago we spoke about the Qabalistic
Christos. This morning we are going to
talk on the same subject but in another
way. In order for certain spiritual truths
to have any meaning they need to be
repeated over and over again. However,
if we did not come at the truth from
varied angles our minds would grow tired of
the repetition. I'd hate to see you run out of the
Temple howling with boredom!

We need to go round and round the circle, each time
approaching the center from another point of vishgwing the
scenery from another position: from a valley, w hall, a peak,
from a distant star. Then little by little sometfihappens in
our consciousness. Instead of merely an inteliécioncept, bit
by bit an inner perception is built; that which asnfrom the
soul, from the spirit.

So the way we cover th
subject this Sunday will b
unlike the approach used t
Sunday before last. It will
add enlightenment to wha
was already said. Let’s
analyze Christ Qabalistically
Aside from its historical
sequences, the Bible wa
written by prophets who were
trained in the hidden wisdom
of Israel known as the
Qabalah. Consequently, any
true comprehension of the

00
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THE LANTERN

Bible absolutely requires a knowledge of Qabald&fowever,
Qabalah is a very difficult study. It requires matechnical
aspects including knowledge of the Hebrew lettafk;the
numbers assigned to the letters, along with thityabo reckon
those numbers which reveal code words and corresnoes;
the Paths on the Tree of Life and many other attiobs and
associations. The hidden meanings are secret ekzdhose
who have learned the proper lessons. That is whynatter
how often cultures come and go and how frequertlyy t
misinterpret the basic symbols of the archetypalonscious,
the truth can always be recovered no matter howyrtiares it
seems to have been lost. This is why B.O.T.A. usgsold
symbols and continues the methods of Qabalah fachiag
spiritual attainment, the way of illumination. i# a Path that
has been with mankind since before history; origyn&abalah
was only taught as an oral tradition.

We have to realize that thmethods of illumination must never
be confused with the actuakperience of illumination. This
has happened in so many schools of thought. A rmagtc

thing has occurred concerning Christmas. The humigal is

so limited in its ability to see and understandt titahas

interpreted things literally; it has taken a vastd acosmic
principle and turned it into something completelyhey than
intended by those who gave us this spiritual gechlanhe who
is said to have lived the principle, Jesus the &£hriwe will

Qabalistically analyze the birth and life of Chrishat it means
and where it comes from. This is very differenonfr the

prevalent modern literal interpretation.

Most translations have not been done by Qabalistey were
done by those unfamiliar with Aramaic and HebreMhey were
also done by those who had been conditioned byveergol

theology administered by an even more powerful Gur-ew
knew that there were numerical correspondencesne Noew
the Qabalistic attributions. This produced litdrahslations. It
also produced Christians who did not know how te lthe
great spiritual truths taught in the Qabalistictees of the
Bible.
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The Hebrew word Messiah is translated into the wolndistos
and this has become Christ in Engltsinother name given to
Christ is savior or redeem@rThe ancient text was written with
the intention for mankind to live the idea of Ckmas all year
round, not just during a certain season. Chrisé&hings were
connected with a group who were receiving illumioatand
inspiration from the spiritual disciplines of theogeric wisdom
of Israel, the Qabalah. Those persistent studantise lesson
work of B.O.T.A. who get to the point of learningrgatria
discover how completely the ideas of Christ havenblest. It
is not an easy task to learn gematria, but it isnbymeans
impossible.

Let's consider the original text
and the Tree of Life. In case you
don’'t know about it, the Tree of
Life is a synthetic glyph used for
Qabalistic meditations whose
purpose is to train consciousness
about the relationship between
all things living; between
ourselves and our Creator, the
Lord of Life. The following
names are assigned to the same
location on the Tree of Life, the
same emanation of God. The
first is Adam® All translations
make the mistake of defining
e rrenereete - Adam as a single individual. But
in Hebrew the word means
generic humanity, all of humankind. There are ¢hebo laugh
at the Bible, saying it is stupid because it séwgt God created
only one man. Adam does not mean one man. Gatecte

1Messiah,n*tzm, has a gematria value of 358. Christ¥giotoc, has a
gematria value of 1480.

2Soter,zwrtnp, has a gematria value of 1408.
3Adam, 29N, has a gematria value of 45.
Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. Figueroa &., Los Angeles, CA 90042 Winter 2006 3




THE LANTERN
mankind, Adam, in His image and likenés#Adam is just one
title. Another is Tiphareth, which means ‘BeautyBeauty is
another term given to the same location on the ofddfe as
Adam, Messiah, Christos and Savior.

God “saw that it was good.”We look at some people and they
don’t look very beautiful or good to us, but mayke haven’t
learned how to see. A work in progress doesn’k la® good as
the finished product.

The idea of this grouping of terms is that gendmgnanity
(Adam) is the Redeemer, the Christos, the Saviod, @l of
humanity is beautiful, whatever it may look likethe moment
and on the surface. Those of us who have eyesetaiscover
it very readily, but we still haven't learned how make the
most beautiful of bodies yet. A few more incaroas and
Marilyn Monroe will be put to shame!

The main idea of Tiphareth on the Tree of
Life is that it is the True Self seated in the
heart of man. It is that in you which says
“I”; your point of awareness; the place
from which you watch and listen; that in
you which is eternal, immortal; that in
you which was never born and will never
die. These are all meanings given to that
point at the center of the Tree of Life.

The Biblical text says that the trouble
started when generic humanity, Adam, ate

“Genesis 1:26. See Ann Davies’ Sunday Service Tale®abalistic Sudy
of Creation (11/1/64) andrhe Qabalistic Truth About Adam and Eve
(11/8/64), available as part of a 4-tape or -CDtlsetugh Builders of the
Adytum.

*Tiphareth,N8 51, has a gematria value of 1081.

®Genesis 1:4-31. See Ann Davies Sunday ServicdtakQabalistic
Interpretation of Good and Evil (11/15/64), available as part of a 4-tape or
-CD set through Builders of the Adytum.
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the fruit of the Tree of the knowledge of Good &wil. Living
in the Garden of Eden means living in a state aétipe
innocence, and it also means living in a state @hpgete
ignorance. Suppose you are in a state of raptutgpaace, but
you don’t know that you are. There is bliss, bugre is no
knowing that “I am I.” The thing that makes us famthat
makes us Adam, is the consciousness of “I am,”veareness
of self and an objective ability to see “I” in rétn to others
and even ourselves. The fact that you can thirik othat you
can look out at your own thought processes, your teelings
— your own objective analytical awareness and tghgives you
a self-consciousness. Being undifferentiated donsaoess is
quite rapturous, but at that level there is no stluhg as
knowing self or not-self. From that level thergust a feeling
of “I” as all-space, with nothing to be aware of, no concept of
time, place or person. There is no trouble. Bgrd is no
awareness of it, either, nor is there any enjoymenthe
situation. The Lord of Life, the Creator, is cossness and
its nature is to create. What could be createdfthe All
except aspects of ltself? The whole evolution elf-s
consciousness is the process of becoming conssimus and
daughters of God. Don’'t we create in our own image?
Doesn’t every tree, every flower, every bird?

The evolution of self-consciousness is dependanbnup
developing a knowledge of good and
evil — of opposites. In the final
analysis, there is no such thing as a
separate good and evil: they are
opposites.  There are the Cosmic
Mother and the Cosmic Father, the
{ l Cosmic Female
. ] principle and the
L Cosmic  Male
\’ : principle. There @
b Do . o
A A are the light and g
Ve e the dark, day

‘ A 04 : :
s A =] and night. 1t is
1| THE MAGICIAN | 2| py the

-
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differentiation of these opposites that conscioasng impacted
and moved forward. The pristine, rapturous, unawar
consciousness becomes compressed. This is calied
crucifixion because it hurts! When you are compressed you
experience pain. Eating the apple was inevitahte essential
because it symbolically brought painful experienbich is the
way the Lord of Life creates self-conscious centfrdtself.
That is really the essence of the crucifixion.

Attaining complete self-consciousness is like beiogna King,
and King is yet another name for TipharéthRemember that
Jesus was called “King of the Jewis.One has to learn how to
rule all these elements, to direct the flow of @imgsness in
special ways, to stop being the foolish, staggedhigd who
thinks he is alone and separated in the world. gumpose of
the whole feeling of separation is to become a detaly
conscious Christ. Being unconscious about it would not gige
the required powers, nor would it give us consciglesy or
anything else that God apparently intends for us.

So we are flowing through a process of incarnataiter
incarnation. It is a sort of pressure process whse get
knocked up against trouble because of our ignotaiibe more
ignorant you are, the more terrible things you goeng to do.
The more knowledge and wisdom you have, the marergup
things you are going to do. You will live more mualy. You
will be something more. This is so very little liread by most
aspirants. Too many draw a strong demarcation beteveen
people whom they call “evil” and those who are atied
“good.” To the degree that anyone has a sensepxration
from others, that person is going to be insecutewe feel
separate, then — either symbolically or actuallye-are going
to have to hit each other over the head in an teffosurvive or

'King is Melek, Tb%, in Hebrew. Gematria value is 90.

8Matthew 2:1-2: “Now when Jesus was born in Bethieloé Judaea in the
days ofHerod the king, behold, there came wise men fraaedst to
Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born Kintp@flews? for we have
seen his star in theast, and are come to worship him.”
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protect ourselves. To the degree that we attaieebng and
realization of unity, to that degree will we stprbtecting each
other, even at the risk of losing our lives. Thicomes an
increasingly close approximation to attaining thé $pirit of
God, the Christ ideal.

We are told that two thousand years ago someonébaasin
Bethlehem who would be the King of Israel. | kntvere are
some who feel this is a purely symbolic story andndt agree
that it is an historical fact. It is not importawhich way you
want to believe it because belief is just belie®hen you
directly experience your center of Selfhood, theri€h
consciousness, then you wikhow. You will not have to
believe or disbelieve. Despite what orthodoxy satysvon’t
make any difference. This is true despite thenclthiat Christ
came to save you and died on the cross for yous S you
could be redeemed, and that if you don’t believand conform
to certain rules, you are going
to burn in Hell for eternity.
. This idea has been held with
great intensity and such strong
emotion that various
inquisitions have developed.
Instead of man nourishing
man, man has tortured and torn
| man apart in order to save his
' soul'! Is this the spirit of
| Christ? This is what happens
when children stagger around
in ignorance and it makes them
i do incredibly horrible things.

: Now

b e e Ny let's

analyze the true meaning of the bir
of Christ. We don’t have to debat
whether it is a literal historical fact
We personally feel that a human beir
was born in Bethlehem who was calle

Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. Figueroa ., Los Angeles, CA 90042 Winter 2006 7
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Yeheshua, which means ‘God is salvatibn'We will try to
show you how to work toward experiencing this stateich is
your destiny. The name of the man was ‘God isadgla’. The
story of Jesus gives a full and perfect accounivbat was
prophesied in all the various Essthschools and the Old and
New Testament prophets.

John the Baptist said, “Behold the lamb of God Wwhiaketh
away the sin of the world* The lamb represents the
astrological sign Aries, assigned to Tarot Key e Emperor.
This symbolism shows that the lamb of God is thegKiand it
is the King who takes away the sin of the world.

What do we mean by King? We mean that which roles
baser emotions, that which rules our immaturitygt tivhich

rules and controls our sense of separation fronersth The
truth is that we are all made out of one life, we all the same
substance. We only appear to be separate peojplefact,

nothing could be further from the truth! Imaginargling in

water over your head and reaching up to the surfatte your

hand and all that showed above the water was \iogers.

Now suppose each fingertip had a consciousnesss ajwn.

Imagine what it would think? It would think, “Thesother
things look sort of like me, but | have a speciaidtion. | am a
little taller, a little shorter, | bend more easigtc.” None of the
fingers would know they were part of the same hand.

What we are trying to tell you, and what Jesugtt@eshow us,
was that we are not and never were separate cesat@ur real
consciousness is what might be called the truesClgeing.
Most of us are like those fingertips, unaware @& tonnection

%Yeheshua i$1& " in Hebrew. Gematria value 326. Paul Foster Case
defines the name as meaning: “The nature of reiglity liberate.” See
The Name of Names.

9 The Essenes were a mystical Jewish sect circ®81G0and the authors of
the Dead Sea scrolls, found in 1947. For more médion se&he Essenes
and the Kabbalah, Christian D. Ginsberg, first published in 1863 |assic
text mentioned by Paul Foster Case.

"30hn 1:29
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underneath the surface. The Bible says that wanatéarist and
Christ is in us? N—
Nothing could be
more true. That par
of the Tree of Life
which is called the

Self. We are in| 4
Christ and Christ is in|_
us, whether we accepg=
it or not, whether we g
believe it or not,

whether we defile it or not, whether we murderiure, or steal,
we are still in Christ and Christ is still in u¥.ou cannot cut off
a finger from the rest of the hand and still havehale hand.

The universe is one living Being and that beinGa. It is the
One living essence of God the Father’s self-consriess. We
are giving you the real Qabalistic idea that hasnbknown

since the beginning. Our purpose is to help yoarmkdo what
it is your destiny to be and do. Just as the stdr@hrist tells

us, you have been wandering in ignorance and teiopia

Christ was taken up to the mountain top and te$ted40
days®® Every time your consciousness reaches a ceraieau
or a new level, that part of you which still fealgparate gets
right into action. It tries to make you feel superto your
fellow man. It creates the sensation of conteroptose who
are now supposedly inferior. Wasn't Jesus temptdbde same
way? Didn’t the devil say to Jesus: “Cast yourskivn from
this mountain top in order to show everyone thai woe the
ruler. Give them signs and wondef8.”"Wasn't he tempted to

For examples, see Romans 8:1-2, 10; Romans 1Z6rifithians 1:30; 1
Corinthi-ans 12:27; 1 Corinthians 15:22; 2 Coriatig 1:21; Galatians 2:4;
Ephesians 2:10.

BMatthew 4:1; Luke 4:1.

“Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:9-11 has the devil temptingude® throw himself off
the top of the Temple.

Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. Figueroa &., Los Angeles, CA 90042 Winter 2006 9
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show His power? Wasn't the temptation to have Kirggdom
on the physical plane?

Do you know what our greatest
problem is? It isn't that we

.\ need more money. It isn’'t that
he or she doesn't love us
enough. It is that we all have
hidden power complexes. The
whole story of the temptation of

Q Christ shows us that. What is a
hidden power complex? If you

have to deprecate another human being in order akem
yourself feel good, better, more spiritual or whate that is
part of a hidden power complex. If you want toesrdveryone
else around, that is the same story. The needdiostiperior,
the need to have power over others, is a resutieofalse sense
of separation. My darlings, the trouble is we arsecure,
whether we’re broke or a millionaire, deep downidas
Because of that, we keep reaching in the wrongctiine for
security. We search the wrong areas in the wroag w

Most of our efforts are attempts to get authorityeroothers.
It's the same thing whether our field of endeaw®rin the
material or spiritual world. There is basically anderlying
loneliness. We will never get over our insecuatyg loneliness
if we keep looking for solutions on the physicahm, though
the expression of security and confidence will coame the
material level in time. Remember, Jesus said “Seelirst the
Kingdom of God.*

What is it to seek first the Kingdom of God? Hysit is to be
able to say with our Elder Brother Jesus: “Get thekind me
Satan.*® What this means is that we have become so aware o
what is going on in our consciousness, in our thésigand
emotions, that we are able to self-consciously “$agt thee

“Matthew 6:33.
®Matthew 4:10; 16:23; Mark 8:33; Luke 4:8
10 Winter 2006 Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. Figueroa S., Los Angeles, CA 90042




THE LANTERN

hence!” Satan attempts to inflame our immaturigyr
ignorance. Whenever we act or think or feel in svihat do not
express peace on earth, goodwill to men, we haveam to
say, “Get thee behind me Satan! Get thee hend¥E need
that much awareness and alertness. As Jesus “®Béadch,
watch!”’  And what is watching? It is being alertly self-
conscious. It is only in the alert self-conscious awareness of
this instant that we will finally have the experierte of being

Him, the Son of God, Christ.

Not only did Christ call Himself the Son of God, Hiso called
Himself the Son of Man. This fact alone should tsl that He
isn't any different than the rest of us except ge.a If you
stagger around, bumping into things when you ldaow to
walk, does that make you evil? No, it just makes young.
Jesus reached the age when he could walk in baadtgontrol
while we still stagger and fall, bruising ourselveshis is the
very way we learn. This is what teaches us whatis€Ch
Consciousness is. We have something to help ugltbus, to
guide us. We have the entire story of the lifeCbiist, which
gives us the principle and spirit of what our treedf really
happens to be.

What is that true story? “He is despised al |
rejected of men; a man of sorrows, ar*
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it we,
our faces from him; he was despised, and |
esteemed him not® '

This is our story, too, isn't it? Are yoi
never sorrowful or acquainted with griefg:
Are you not banished from something th
makes you yearn? Do you often feel &
homesickness, a loneliness, and you don’t know \Mhatfor’?
Lots of people think it is for their old home towar, some part

YIn the New Testament there are twenty-four times Jlesus advises us to
“watch.” The Greek word used ggegoreno, ypnyopevw, meaning “to keep
awake, be vigilant.” Its gematria value is 1139.

18saiah 53:3.

Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. Figueroa ., Los Angeles, CA 90042 Winter 2006 11
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of the past. That's because they are young. Tloenst realize
they are homesick only for one thing: to retirethe place we
came from but with the full self-consciousness &om of God,

a Son of Man’s heritage. Jesus said that the fbeee their
holes and the birds have their nests, but the $&aa has no
place to lay his head. This reveals a sense of sorrow and yet,
this is a time of gladness, too.

The whole secret of attaining to the Christ
\ Consciousness is in being able to deeply
and fully understand what Jesus meant
when he said: “Come unto me, all you
who labor and are heavy laden and |
will give you rest.® He invited
humanity to carry the cross like he
did** And we do.

Why was He able to do it consciously as well aseustand
what He was asking us to do? Because He had cwssci
awareness that there isn’t any separation betwegrofaus. |
can bear witness to some of the aspects of thdt. trlihere
isn’'t any single thought or emotion that you think or feel
which does not affect me and there isn’t any singlemotion
or thought that | feel or think which does not affet you.
There is only one difference between someone whodws at
least a little bit of this truth and someone who ha not yet
learned to know it: conscious awareness When you feel
hatred it is definitely projected and absorbed liyse you feel
hatred toward, people you may never have heardrolu have
added that expression to the universe. The same fiappens
when someone feels hatred toward you, but you ate n
conscious of that level of flow.

There is a substance in which we all live and mawe have our
being. It flows between us, back and forth, in @asure that

Matthew 8:20; Luke 9:58.
Matthew 11:28.
2IMatthew 10:38; 16:24; Mark 8:34; 10:21; Luke 9:23;27.
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would astonish you. When you become more awaiie gbu
realize that it is impossible for you to hurt aretihuman being
without hurting yourself. This is true becauseealénts occur
within that substance. It is also true that im@ossible for you
to love another human being without loving yourself

Christ did die to save us. Chrddes die to save us. You die to
save you and me. | die to save you and me. Walhheing
on the physical level where birth and death happ€his will
continue to happen as long as we still have nacdirett
perfected consciousness. Therefore, Jesus disavtous. We
can accept that provided we also accept it of othénan
beings, including ourselves.

We can also truly say that Jesus redeemed us,immayriswe
remember that every time we tune into somebodysetgeef or
cruelty, we can take that awareness and make iettong else.
If we do that, we too redeem others from sin. Téithe job of
an occult aspirant in Qabalah. This is teal job. We try to
lure you, love you, drag you in every way we cantle
recognition that all emotions and thoughts flowkaad forth.
When you are being washed with an emotion of resent,
jealousy, fear or hatred, look at it clearly andrdy and say
“Get thee hence Satan!” Put in its place the eonodf “Father
forgive them for they know not what they df5.”"Make sure to
include yourself in that group! You have to forgiyourself or
you won't be able to say that, you won't be ablesée what is
happening inside yourself. When you can say that along
with Christ you are redeeming others from theirssoecause
you are not adding to the hatreds and crucifixiohkfe. You
are starting to bring about the resurrection. “éosl taking the
unevolved and rolling it forward through the acsoaf your
own heart, and this is a suffering. That is whyi§ths called a
man of suffering.

But remember thisHe said his burden is light.** It is the type

2| uke 23:34.
BMatthew 11:30.
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of suffering that is preferable to the pleasureshef physical
plane as much as joy is preferable to sorrow. Type of
suffering has a joy and exaltation because we dodemtify
ourselves with these emotions. We liberate oueselirom
them and consequenths.
liberate all of humanity.

Remember also that th
whole story of Christ is theg %3

well. It is a symbol for it. ®
Inasmuch as you were borrg®
Christ has been born
Inasmuch as you die, Chrig &%
is crucified. Inasmuch as yoi/ s
suffer, Christ is sufferingge
because everything  tholif
happens to you happens
the spirit. It happens to th
spirit of us all. Everything
that happens to your fellow man happens to youtl@dpirit of
us all. Youare your brother’'s keeper. “Father forgive them for
they know not what they do” should be a song inryoeart
every moment of every day. You will learn to redoh the
feeling of the spirit of Christ which walks with yo You will

be able to say along with the Christ spirit, whishyour true
selfhood, “My father and | are on&*” You will know that
yours is the glory, the privilege of helping lifte sorrow of the
world; to know that wherever you look you are sgearmiracle
beyond description. And you will know, as Christed, what
he meant when he said to the woman that if she kmea/He
was, she would never weep again.

Now | will say this to you: If you know who | angpu would
never weep again. If | really know who you areddlthe time,
| would never weep again. If you could look atreather and
be able to say: “If you know who | am you will ne\®e able to

#John 10:30.
14 Winter 2006 Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. Figueroa S., Los Angeles, CA 90042
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weep again.” The way to find out is to keep seaghn the

eyes, keep searching in the heart. Look for ithim song of a
bird. Listen for it in the whisper of the wind dugh the trees.
Feel for it whenever you are loving any human bei@pntact
it by looking into the eyes of your fellow man. é&ereminding
yourself of it. We feel that this is the true #paf Christmas,
more so than is usually understood. We invite yoabsorb it
into your hearts so you will never be able to caztegdly lose it,

so that it will grow and guide you, so that youarsif

Bethlehem will shine in you all your days and nggahd so that
you will know the fullness of the glory of Christpnsciously
and forevermore.

Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. Figueroa ., Los Angeles, CA 90042 Winter 2006 15



THE LANTERN
KEY 5—THE HIEROPHANT
by Paul Foster Case

I earing is the function assigned to the Hierophant.

The Hebrew letter Vau means nail, and is also the
conjunction “and.” The ornament, hanging from

the crown of the Hierophant and passing behind his
Is ears, is a conventionalized yoke. A yoke is
something that joins together, again symbolizingpon

The Hindu word for union is Yoga. Thifj
card symbolizesinterior Hearing, or the ‘
development of intuition by certain practicefj
of Yoga.

This that we call interior hearing is the re| j
inner teaching, coming from yoorn Inner |-
Self, your true Teacher. That Self
represented by the Hierophant. In t
connection we must caution you that the trj #=eu:e® /85
interior hearing is not the negative, |owy 2| MIEROPHANT |7
psychic types of clairaudience. The differencereadily
distinguished by the quality of what is heard. uitibn is above
reason, but never contrary to it, and it never singmu to do an
unethical or selfish thing.

The pillars represent the Law of Polarity, or theerplay of the
pairs of opposites. Their capitals show a ball smcket pattern
and an acorn surrounded by oak leaves. This symaisothe
union of opposites.

The design of the wards of the crossed keys islla BEhis
symbolizes sound vibration used in hearing, andiss a hint
that sound has a practical value in unlocking thteg of your
Inner Temple. The two ministers who kneel befohe t
Hierophant represent desire and knowledge, asateticby the
roses and lilies on their garments.

L ]
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SNIPPETS OF WISDOM
From Rev. William Chesterman
(Reprinted from Zenith News Notes)

% You must seek your own inner
convictions; they are your only
shield from the outer world and
its deceits.

«* You will never live where there is
no failure.
/

AR i % Persevere with the work on the
12 BANGID MAN |55 Tarot Keys. They are not called

keys for nothing. They are the
only safe way to tune into the Universal subconsio
mind and it will give you answers and control oVWera

the circumstances of your life.

% Never be afraid to be humble and say (you areydorr
needless pain caused through your own immaturities.
Meditate on Key 12 to reverse the problems.

% Put all your emphasis on the work of the truly hayi
heart; otherwise all is in vain.

« Keep your attention on the beautiful things in ytife
and (do) not focus on the destructive.

% Try not to carry the whole world but lean on the
Hermit's staff and let the tensions go.

/ LOVE CONQUERS ALL \

Cultivating a close, warmhearted fecling for others
automatically puts the mind at ease and opens our inner door.
It helps remove whatever fears or insecurities we may have

and gives us the strength to cope y

o faw,

with any obstacles we encountet. ™ v

It is the principal source of success in life. \%‘/
K The Dalai T .ama /
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SIMPLICITY
by Harriet B. Case

Truth is simple. Therefore let us seek simple wafyservice,
simple forms of speech. In this age of high temsi@nd
pressures and the seemingly constant need for spedd
excitement, many appear to have
forgotten the joys of simple
pleasures and simple living. W
are inclined to let our lives get
so complicated that there seems
no time in which to have a few

moments of quiet contemplation

or relaxation. Yet just because
of this stepped-up tempo of

living, we need more than ever to provide time ttoese few
moments of quiet.

There is a way by which we can achieve all the ntamgs that
have to be done during a busy day, and yet haitdeatime to
ourselves towards the end of the day. It is thiand | have
found that it works:

Each morning before you start the day’s activitigaticularly
if it is to be a very busy day, recollect that yare an instrument
for the ONE LIFE-POWER, truly a center of expressior the
Primal Will to Good, the One Life, Mind and Loveathworks
through you, that does the work and carries the respditgibi
Then say: “lI am the instrument for carrying outuy Will;
please see to it that all that needs to be dorsedhy will be
done smoothly, harmoniously and perfectly, withotlte
slightest tension or feeling of pressure, for Tlast all-wise,
all- powerful, and, as | remember to remember thhowt the
day thatThou art the ever-present worker in and through me,
the personality, all will be accomplished with gheof time to
spare.” If you try holding these thoughts, thigtade in mind, |
believe that it will work for you too. We are soclined to
forget and think that it is the little personal fsehat
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accomplishes everything! True, we have to be gmoads or
instruments for God to use, but let Him direct diodthe work.

Simple goodness, expressed in all cp-
activities and thoughts, sows seeds of love ¢ &
brotherhood. We can serve humanity in |&\R
better way than this, to be an instrument 1[fa:

the forces of the Light; to surrender to God, |
obey the Divine Will. There is no limit to the
rays of light that can pour through each one
us and extend over the whole world. Aspire
be a “lantern” such as our beloved Hern
(Tarot Key No. 9) holds in his right hand. ,
“lantern” whose panels are of clear gla
which let the pure rays of Divine Spirit shin g
forth unimpeded. Let us all try to be suc <

lanterns, not the kind with metal sides havii| @ [ THE HERMIT | =

but a few small holes punched in the panels
which only let a few little peep-holes of light certhrough.

Project love, simple kindliness and good will. éally, you
need only tofeel love and good will in your heart, and it will
radiate to all. It is as simple as that!

Nothing is more simple than greatness;
indeed, to be simple is to be great.
~ EMERSON:-Literary Ethics

Simplicity of character is the natural result

of profound thought. ~ HAZLITT
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THE DECAD

“The ancients used ‘ever-flowing Nature’ as a mhbtapfor the
Decad, since it is, as it were, the eternal andl@stng nature of all
things and kinds of thing, and in accordance witthé things of the
universe are completed and have a harmonious arstl Ipe@utiful
limit.” — Attributed to lamblichus (c. 250-¢.330, Greek Neoplatonic

philosopher influenced by Pythagoras)

soterically, the decad, the number 10, means that
all has been accomplished. According to

Pythagorean philosophy, the number 10 is the
nature of number, because all nations reckon to it
and when they arrive at it they return to the

monad, the number 1.

To illustrate: 10=1+0=1

Similarly, in order to exceed 10, another seriesiniegin by
returning to the monad, that is, 11.

The decad was called both heaven and the worldusecthe
former includes the latter. It was also called uariex,
because, like God, it was tireless.

The Pythagoreans stated that the decad perfedtedirabers
and comprehended within itself the nature of odd amen,
moved and unmoved, good and ill. They also assti#s
power with Atlas (for it carried the numbers on stsoulders),
the Sun, and the One God.

The number 10 is composed of two numbers or symbols
namely, 1 and 0. Zero, 0, is a symbol for the noghthe
unknown, immeasurable, infinite, absence of quanguality

or mass, freedom from every limitation, unmanifest.

In this concluding article, now that all the nundbpreceding 10
have been explored in previous articles, let's laiksome
interesting relationships relative to the numbersand 9 to
further illustrate the encompassing nature of thelper 10. To
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recall a point in the article on the number 9 ie threvious
issue, a curious peculiarity of the number 9 s@sawhen it is
divided by the number 7. The result is 1.2857 8642 142857,
142857, 142857, 142857, 142857, 142857,.........

When the number 10 is divided by the number 7,rédsailt is
1.42857, 142857, 142857, 142857, 142857, 142857 again
the repetendf? The repetend, or residuum, eternally repeating
as “142857” is considered to be the number of Itdin
Evolution.

According to the Pythagoreans, the decad is thatese of
numbers, not only because it is the Tetractys, dadause it
comprehends all arithmetic and harmonious propastidt has
been said by Theon of Smyrna, a mathematician ttieatten
dots, or Tetractys of Pythagoras, were of the gstat
importance, for to the discerning mind it reveatbd mystery
of universal nature.

Though the Tetractys is a symbol commonly attridute
Pythagoras, the number symbolism is widespread.

O
O O
O @ O
o O O O

When the Tetractys is shown in this manner with teatral
point shaded, it is generally recognized as thebsyrof the
Grand Ennead. The number 9 can be depicted as adGra
Ennead. In other words, an ennead is a “group’ireé and not
necessarily a sequence. Several schools of thaattyivute
meaning to this universal symbol. In the terminglogf
Pythagoras, the Grand Ennead emanates from thellAdsor
“central fire.” Hindu mythology speaks of the “Nir@bras of

% Repeated sequence.
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Brahma.” The Qabalah refers to the Nine LegionsAnfels
about the throne of the hidden God — “He whose nane
hidden.” The Nine Principles, circumscribed abdwg One, the
Absolute, become both One and Ten. The Tetractys is
sometimes constructed with the dots formed instedld the
Hebrew letter?, Yod, theld" letter in the Hebrew alphabet of
22.

By connecting the ten dots, nine trianghes formed.
O

O O

The hexagon is comprised of six equilateral triaagleach
“looking” toward the ONE point that is common td &lx
triangles.

A cube may be developed from an original pointtiayed in
its visible aspect of symmetry as a hexagon witht&nal lines
radiating from the center. Theoretically, thera@ig" radius but
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never more than 6 are visible because the approaches the
eye and unites the central visible point (the stiattg) with the

g point lying exactly behind it. It is interesting hote that

only 7 dots are used in forming the cube and the st

In Qabalistic terms, the 3 unused corner dots sgmrtethe
threefold, invisible causal universe, while theofsdinvolved in
the cube and the star are the Elohim---the Spoftghe 7
creative periods. The Sabbath, Brday, is the central dot.

This concludes the series of articles devoted eoPythagorean
number system. For further reading, the followneferences
are recommended.

1. Bell, Eric Temple, The Magic of NumbersicGraw-Hill Book
Co., Inc., New York, 1946.

2. Butler, Christopher, Number SymbolisRutledge & Kegan Paul
Ltd., Great Britain, 1970.

3. Heline, Corinne, Sacred Science of Numpd&isVorss & Co.,
1981.

4. Schneider, Michael S., A Beginner's Guide to €arcting the
Universe, HarperCollins Publishers, Inc. New Ydr&94.

5. Taylor, Thomas, The Theoretic Arithmetic of tRgthagoreans
The Phoenix Press, Los Angeles, CA, 1934.

6. Westcott, W. Wynn, Numbers — Their Occult Powad Mystic
Virtues Third Edition, Theosophical Publishing Societypnidon,
1911.
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CHECK IT OUT!

THE IMPROVED B.0.T.A.
WEBSITE!

*Check out newsletters and articles about
B.O.T.A.

*find out about group work and special events
*enroll in B.O.T.A.

*pay membership dues on-line

*AND . . .check out our
ONLINE STORE!!

= Find books

W\ ‘ = Tarot decks

VAL B = Posters

W = Study aids
= AND MORE

COME VISIT US AT:
WWW.BOTA.ORG
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B.O.T.A. has only one authorized portal on the Internet,
www.bota.org with links to www.botaineurope.org (European
center) and www.bota.org.nz (New Zealand branch). B.O.T.A.
does not have or endorse any on-line study groups or any other
websites.

The daily lesson work and practical applicatiorthe principles
therein in our everyday lives are the life-breath tioe spiritual
training and work of B.O.T.A., and that which wiplromote the
greatest personal growth. Active participation foup work can also
aid in spiritual growth, when group activities aguilibrated within
the central focus of self-transmutation — the esslestudy and prac-
tice of the lesson material, B.O.T'é priceless heritage given to us
by our beloved Paul Foster Case and Ann Davies. ri@mbers
interested in the group work aspect of the Ordexnynareas of the
country have officially recognized on-going studyogps and
Pronaoii, as well as scheduled special eventsirformation about
special events or participation in Pronaos or stgohup, visit the
B.O.T.A. website athttp://www.bota.org or contact the Regional
Coordinator for your area.

Yow sre ivoitod...

Fratres and Sorores who live in or are visiting LAsgeles are
cordially invited to attend the Qabalistic Healiggnday Service,
which meets every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.mhatB.O.T.A.
Temple in Los Angeles, 5101 N. Figueroa Streets Hhvays-special

event is open to all.
;@%
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Contact the Regional Coordinators for your area for information
about Pronaos, study groups or special events.

Southern California-Arizona-Nevada Region
Keith and Marjhe Tannler, Oceanside, CA (760) 0242,
Marjhe@bota.org

Northwest Region
Mary Craig, San Jose, CA (408) 997-13@8aig.Mary@gmail.com
Anne Santos, San Jose, CA (408) 288-7@68e@bkbeyond.com

Southwest-Rocky Mountain Region
Ellen McCormick Martens (832) 289-63%h.emccm@hotmail.com
Jim Solomon (214) 483-538f0l @sbcglobal .net

Midwest-Southeast Region
Steve Palm-Houser, (614) 231-83&§h@wowway.com

Northeast Region
Sally Myles, (978) 897-7480 eveningsyyles@emc.com
Mark Robinson, (978) 897-7480 eveningslr obinson@rcn.com

South Pacific Region

Contact B.O.T.A. N.Z. Headquarters, P.O. Box 3®,1Raenae,
Lower Hutt, New Zealand

011-64 4-567-5751, e-mail: bota@xtra.co.nz, Web:
http: //www.bota.org.nz

South America and Mexico Region
Contact B.O.T.A. Headquarters (323) 255-7141, ([B28) 255-4166

European B.O.T.A. Groups

Contact B.O.T.A. Europe Office (New Address Sejiteni, 2004)
16, BLD ASSISCLE
66000 Perpignan, FRANCE
E-Mail: europe@bota.org Web:http://www.bota.org

Questions about Pronaos and Study Groups in your area
should be directed to the Regional Coordinator, not to the
B.O.T.A. office.




Let my prayer be set forth before thee
as incense;
and the lifting up of my hands
as the evening sacrifice.

Set a watch, O LORD,

before my mouth;

keep the door of my lips.

141 Psalm (verses 2-3)
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