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“Thy Word
is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.”

Psalms 119:105
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THE LANTERN
The Mystical Resurrection

Ann Davies Sunday Service Talk
Easter Sunday April 22, 1962

We welcome you to share with us the Qabalisticrpretation of
Easter, which we call the Mystical Resurrection. e TQabalistic
interpretation of Easter is perhaps the most comwn@iece of
evidence in the universe of the Primal Will to Goddnly those of us
who can interpret it Qabalistically can understémel entire story of
the life of Christ: His birth, His mission, Hisumifixion, and His
resurrection.

Why? Because most of the scriptures were written
by prophets who were trained in the esoteric wisd
of Israel. They were initiates trained in Qabal
The scriptures were written as esoteric teaching
the entire plan for the evolution of humanity. T
writers had the spiritual experience, the abilibda
capacity to know the Word and to share the Word of
God with others. The Old and New Testaments camaugih this
Qabalistic training system. Therefore, in orderutawlerstand what
biblical stories really mean, we need to understédme esoteric,
Qabalistic teachings behind them.

When a Qabalist is asked where the Qabalah came

from there is one simple answer: it came from the

Angels. Some laugh and others think and feelighis

a good answer. We feel it is the most accurate

answer that one can receive, especially when we

learn what is meant by Angels. We won'’t go into
“ the subject of Angels this morning. What we will

investigate is the whole symbolism of the storyJekus as it has

existed in the fraternities B.O.T.A. represents.céxding to tradition,

this fraternity has existed since the beginninthefworld.

Most people do not realize that the entire storyhef birth of Jesus,
the hardships, the crucifixion and the resurrechas been practiced
in initiatory rites down through the centuries, evsefore the actual
Jesus of Nazareth was born. There is now sciemfidence of this.
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When the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered a loupimaterialists
cried “Ah ha! Now we have proof that there neveswaaman such as

Jesus!”

. The Dead Sea Scrolls tell the whole story of the [if
- of Jesus before he was born. The materialist’s
reaction to this fact shows a failure to understand
the true significance of allegory. The Dead Sea
Scrolls were from the Essene communities. They
i were a mystery school and as such practiced
initiatory rites which rehearsed the life of Jesus.
The Essenes and one or two other fraternities sharext contact
with higher levels of consciousness. Their ritesvehalways
portrayed the evolution of man, not just his pre%age but also his
destiny. The fact that the story g : o
Jesus was foretold by th
initiatory rites of a mystery schoo
before the claimed historical birt
of Jesus has nothing to do wit
whether there was or was not &
historical  Jesus. Qabalist
recognize that consciousnes
creates and that a thing is firgee = = o G
created on the inner plane before it mamfestshemUter Therefore
we can see that the foretelling of the mystery efu$ by means of
initiatory rituals resulted from real contact withe spiritual forces
supervising the growth and evolution of man.

We are familiar with instances of accurate progeatbn. There are
many people who have reached a spiritual level @/ités possible to
see or become tuned into the destiny of man wiidhe experience
of the life of Jesus. His experience was andesetkperience of man
and not apart from it.

Having given this brief background, let's go inteetactual elements
of the story of Jesus so we can see that it issootething that
happened 2,000 years ago and stopped. What happerieat time
was actually both an ending and a beginning ohantuéionary cycle
which has real meaning for us, especially duriregEaster season. It
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is important to know and remember that meaning. Hbly Qabalah
teaches that ‘Christ’ comes from the word Christekich is in turn a
translation of the Hebrew Messfawhich also means the savior. In
Qabalah, the savior as well as generic humanicpiled Adani and
also Melek! the king. These are all interchangeable terms for a
specific level of consciousness. They indicate &actk identity:
generic humanity, or Adam, is the King who rulegmwothe Kingdom
which is the physical universe. The savior, theeesder and the
Christ are not separate ideas, they are one. Tieemarely different
phases of unfoldment in the consciousness of tle Se

What is the esoteric idea 0
generic humanity, or Adam
and the fall? It means thajjs
man was an unconscious Sq{g¥
of God, an unconscious
enjoyer of the divinity, of thel§ ) < 3
glory, of the ecstasy of unity. Adam, generic haityg was pushed
out of the paradise of the Garden of Eden so hedcattain a
conscious unity with God, a conscious sonship aadonsequence:
awareness of his dominion, his kingship. So manteslered. You,
along with Jesus, have been wandering the highwagsbyways of
Galile€ since the time you began as an evolving individuxiou
have wept, hoped, and despaired because you hawnoen who
and what you are. It has been necessary for ygotthrough this
crucifixion in order to attain to your consciousiship with God, the
Father.

1Xpl otog, Christos the anointed, gematria value 1480

2m», mahshiahthe anointed one, gematria value 358. See then@mt on Teth
in The Book of Tokenpage 94, new edition.

SgaN, Adam man, generic humanity, gematria value 45
4951, melek, king, ruler, gematria value 90
5miabi, Malkuth, kingdom, gematria value 496

SraAiAaia, Galilaia, Paul Case defines as “the rolling sun” gematalae 86.
Derived from the Hebrewn5'b3, galiylah, a circle, a circuit, a ring, gematria value
78
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We make a terrible mistake if we separate oursdhoes the story of
Jesus. According to esoteric tradition, Jesusdedisitely the first to
conquer death. There were many before who had\sshi@nscious
union with the Father, a certain amount of dominomer the world
and other elements of evolution. But Jesus wa@idtevho was able
to consciously know who and what He was and becalif®at depth
of knowing, apply His Kingship, His rulership whichade Him able
to heal the sick, raise the dead and give comdattie weary.

Why was He able to do these things? Because iwikigowho and
what He was, He therefore knew that all others vpar¢ of Himself.
And He said so in every way one can imagine. kgl tio indicate it
in practically every story He gave us. He saidw#es not really that
much different than the rest of us except perhbpt e knew what
the rest of us didn’t. We are all one. | suspleat the rest of us were
around at this crucial time. Why | suspect | ddaiow. | feel it
intuitively.

As we have wandered through the highways
and byways, experiencing love, hate, joy,
and sorrow, we have deepened our core of
individuality.  When this core within a
particular personality reaches a certain
depth, it is possible for it to become a
complete center for the expression of the
Christ. Let's see what we mean by the Christ.

The esoteric tradition teaches that the Christaiy@ur own Higher
Self. Yourown Higher Self. Essentially, being one with th&i€t is
sharing the same being. The Christ is the conscobuls of the
Father. However, what we forget is that the canssichild of the
Father isYOU! The creatures below the level of Adam are not
conscious. They have awareness, they have experibatnot self-
consciousness. Self-consciousness is the Chyigur feeling of “I”

is the Christ. You are an expression of the God, are His begotten
son. You!

Do you know what it means when the Bible says ®atl so loved
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the world that He gave His only begotten son sd thlaosoever
believeth on Him shall not perish but have eveirigstife? Don't
you think it sounds a little foolish that belief an historical man
guarantees us eternal life?

It is foolish. This is not what was meant. It has biberliteralness of
unevolved human consciousness which has made dhe @t Jesus
something other than it really is. The story is daander and more
glorious that exoteric religion teaches.

As we begin to realize that we are the only begosiens of God, all
of us, our consciousness opens. Our hearts opéretexperience.
The verse says “he who believeth” because we neeehtth for the
idea. Without this reaching we cannot open alleatpof ourselves
and consequently do not become refined enough te Hae

conscious experience of who and what we are.

Christ was not only crucified 2000 years abie; still
iIs. The fact that everyone is an aspect of Christ
consciousness can be shown in many ways. In the
Bible, Jesus says “Then the King will say, ‘Come,
you whom my Father has blessed, take your
inheritance, the Kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world. For | was hungry
and you gave me food. | was_ ;
thirsty and you gave me something to drink. | wé ‘
0\ 2ls )

a stranger and you made me your guest, | nee

O—=D

clothes and you provided them, | was sick and
you took care of me. | was in prison and y§
visited me.” And He said: “And the King
shall answer and say unto them, Verily | s
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have danento one
of the least of these my brethren, ye have dad
it unto me.?

"John 3:16
SMatthew 25: 34-36ewish New Testametmanslation

SMatthew 25:40Jewish New Testamemanslation
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What is Christ really saying? Every time you haaleet the hand of
your friend, your brother, your sister and giveerthaid or comfort,
you have comforted Christ. Every time you have dhate
someone, you have hated Christ. Whenever yowundteei
presence of anyone, your wife, husband, friend or
stranger, you are in the presence of the holinéss o
Christ. You have had problems only because you
were an infant and didn't know you were in the
presence of divinity. When you learn how to look,
you will see Christ in every human being’s eyehe T
livingness in you is Christ.

Because of this fact, you have never died, evenghgou may think
you have. You are the begotten child of the Fatl®ren during our
unevolved stages as we wander the highways and yisywh our

incarnations, we have never died. We have droppgdical vehicles
and been resurrected into new ones. We have é@wem history to
history, from epoch to epoch, with an eternal lgriess in us that
cannot die. It cannot die because it always ha®,bie, and always
will be one with the Son of God. You are that so daughter of
God.

So the mystical resurrection is yours even when danit believe it.
You have wept because you haven’'t known. Jesds ‘$ayou knew
who | AM, you would never weep again.” Think othis way; if you
knew who your | AM really is, knew it fully and csaiously, if you
really knew that you have abided eternally in
God, in eternal Christ consciousness as you
grew up, if you knew that nothing can really
permanently hurt you, if you knew that you -
can never die because you automatically have
eternal life through all the incarnations, would
you be able to weep again?

This is the real story of Easter. It is the storyaur eternal life. We
may celebrate the historical experience of Jeswes Christ, but it is
our internal story, too. We can reach out to Jestith love
overflowing from our hearts. We can and we shdiddause He was
the Way Shower through the jungle of life. He wilas first one to
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beat a path through the brambles and thorns argidHéfor us. That
is what is meant when the Bible says that He daduk. We too
have died for Him over and over again and we wolhittue to until
we stop believing in death and start believingtarreal life.

Evolving humanityis the crucified Christ. This is the actual story.
When we are in our mother's womb we recapitulate Whole
evolution of our physical being, starting as an graland ending as a
newborn. Then when we are born we do the same tbma@
psychological level. All of us know how selfistbaby is, yet a baby
is adorable, isn’t it? We hold it to us and lotetanderly. We
comfort it because we don’t expect it to act like
a grown up. After reaching a certain point in
this recapitulation, we start growing in a new
direction towards our destiny and it is the
destiny of everyone, no matter

what you have heard to th

contrary. It is the destiny of all

mankind to attain conscious immortality, that is

conscious knowledge of who and what we are whi

brings conscious dominion over death.

How will it come to pass? It already has. Evolntimas quickened
itself in a geometric progression. It was procegdalong slowly

until the birth of Jesus which really started tlingioving! His

attainment did it. He was the first to clear thathpvay for the

complete evolution of man, son of man, and sonad.Gt was easier
for the next one, even though he got scratchedhamnid After that,

each one to attain that path made it easier fonéx¢ one to achieve
the Christ awareness, Christ consciousness. Thbasehave gone
before us have smoothed the path for us.

This is the whole spirit of the initiatory system ofir fraternity.

Anyone who achieves even the slightest bit of émdigment or
illumination holds it like a beacon for the restaking it easier. So
we have to send back waves of love, although ilyrésn’'t going

back. We pour this love and gratitude to those wiat before, but
at the same time we realize that we must have itheisnind which
was in Christ Jesus. We see it in its true Qati@limeaning, rather
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than in the way we have been taught.

Just what does this involve? First, the
knowledge of unity of life. Inasmuch as we
have done it unto the least of these, my
brothers, we have done it unto Christ, unto all
of us. You have to know this first. Most of
you know this to a large degree and the
knowledge will grow and grow until it sweeps thetliest stars. And

it is growing by geometrical progression. This he ffirst thing to
recognize. When we recognize the unity of all, lifeen we have to
stop fighting pain and sacrifice, just as Jesus diRlemember, he
foretold his crucifixion. He prayed: “Father, taktes cup from me,
but nevertheless, let Thy will be dor@.” He was willing to go
through what was required in order to attain td thighest and most
glorious state: King and Conqueror.

And you know what happened after giving himselftaghe divine
will. He was mocked, and people said: “If you &iag, why don’t
you do something about this?” He was megk
and lowly of heart. He was passing throug
test of initiation, just as all of us do regularl
Jesus knew that he was just one aspect of
total life. He was so aware of the grandeur,
glory of the total Christ Self that le®uldn’t see
His personality as anything but lowly, meek a
humble. During His crucifixion He cried out, &
we have cried out, “Father, why hast thou forsaken™ How many
times have you wept and called out to God askiny We has
forsaken you? You see, you and Jesus have gooegthithis total
agony, this total pain and because of it you, alovith Jesus,
inevitably share in the resurrection, though it esrn different ways.

You may not realize this, but there are many hub®ings today who
will not need to unconsciously incarnate again. @beninion over
death will come for them in this particular incaiogn, though it may

Opmatthew 26:39

UMatthew 27:46
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not be apparent to others. They will have attaitiesl spirit of
accepting whatever the divine will thinks is reguirof them to
evolve to the highest point possible to help amdesemankind.

We are told that in the mysteries of initiation
a poignant cry comes up from the pain of the
world soul. Every one of us is taking up the
cross and following in the steps of Jesus. In
the past we have fought against accepting our
share of the pain of evolution. It hasn’t done
us any good, but we still have fought it. But
when we accept our share of the pain for the
sake of God and His creation, we have
reached the point of conquest. Then he who losekféishall find it.

It is accepting the cross of suffering and selfHéiae. In doing this,
we lose the need for any more suffering. We wald outgrown that
requirement for our own personal selves because wee can start
taking up the load and helping to share it, briggour brothers into
the Light.

You and | are aspects of that divine, eternal LigBecause of that,
each of us is precious beyond description, andiquedo each other.
If someone comes to us in tears, we should receghit he is part of
the cry of the world soul. We should love and corntthat one
knowing that inasmuch as we do it unto the leastthaflse, my
brothers, we do it unto Christ.
We aspire to hold this attitude of the unity okliflooking for the
spirit of divinity in each of us, treating each ethas sacred and
beautiful beyond belief, revering each other foe suffering and
crucifixion we and all of humanity
have been through again and again.
We have not suffered for ourselves
¢ alone. Like Jesus, we have
suffered for all of humanity. Like
Jesus, we are ready to start
reaching for the higher levels of the
el i reward, of conquest. Soon we can
start saying “I am the resurrectlon and the lifde that believeth on

Spring 2006 Builders of the Adytum, 5101 N. FigaeSt., Los Angeles, CA 90042 9



THE LANTERN

me shall never die™

This is literally true. He that believes on the MAon the Christ, on
the fact that there is no death in the Christ ésittevitable conqueror
of death. How could anyone die who knows the ele@hrist self in
himself? Such a one can consciously drop his phsbody,
consciouslymind you, and go on to eternal life. Or he caoode to
become a Master of Wisdom and stay in his physicaly, having
conquered death even on the material plane.

As often as you can, say to yourself, “I am aligedvermore.” Don’t
think that you are ever going to die. Lift youranieand mind to the
Christ aspect of yourself. Lift it now. Say towself, “I was never
born, though this body was born. [ will never dlegugh many other
bodies of mine have died. | have been resurraatéald numbers of
times. With Christ, | have earned sublime and legéng life, for |
live in Him and He in me and you. My brothers amsters live in me
and I live in them.”

Let us worship in each other’s shrine as we remenbg the Christ
within all of us that can never die. In time wdlwbnsciously attain
this knowledge. We are rapidly approaching thattnow. Walk in
the sureness of your eternal life. This is the mgsf the Mystical
Resurrection.

P

123ohn 11:25
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“For me to live is Christ,

and to die is gain.”
~Philippians 1:21
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KEY 2—THE HIGH PRIESTESS
by Paul Foster Case

he astrological attribution of
Key 2 is the Moon. The
moon is a reflector of

sunlight and thus is ¢
symbol of reflection, duplication, (as i
a mirror) and like ideas. The cresce
moon is cup shaped, and therefo|
symbolizes receptivity These
properties are those of the subconscic
mind. You will be able to see readil
that the factors of reflection anf
duplication are essential to the facul}
of memory which is symbolized by this| 2
Key.

[¥]

The universal substance has been cal
by some modern scientists “minc| 2
stuff.” Occultists have known for age:s
that the universe is really made up of mental gnefthis primordial

substance, known to the Hindus &sakriti, has always been
symbolized by Water and by a Virgin. The High Prss is a Virgin,

and the blue color that predominates in this Key,weell as the
flowing robe, represents Water. The curtain betiedHigh Priestess
is a symbol of Virginity. It connects the two pilé of light and

darkness, and all other pairs of opposites, thusbslizing the

associative powers of subconsciousness. This sysnibalf pairs of

opposites is also carried out by the ornamentshenveil, which

symbolizes the active and passive modes of the-Rawer’s self-

expression.

The symbolism of the stone cube is too involved iee chere at
length, but we may say that STONE is an esoteric wepdesenting
Union, Life and Wisdom.
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The silver crown represents the waxing and waningp@imoon, thus
representing periodicity, and rhythm. The scrofiresents memory,
history, the record of experience. The word TORAifigs Law.
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We do not understand that life is paradise,
for it suffices only to wish to understand it,
and at once paradise will appear in front of us in its
beauty.

~Fyodor Dostoyevsky,
From The Brothers Karamazov

\_ /
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TRANSMUTE YOUR GUILT
by Harriet B. Case

Have you a guilt complex? If so,
would be a good idea to drop it! Jes/gy
said: “Come unto me all ye who arj=
weary and heavy laden and | will givy;
you rest” (which also meant peace §
mind and heart). Generally thi
statement of the Lord’s has been ta

of physical work. But what about thi:
heavy burden of guilt feelings and sel*
hate that so many of us carry around
our shoulders? | have a feeling that tre
is the main burden that Jesus was referring toaltEe:thls iIs a very
insidious load to encumber ourselves with. Noyaslit heavy, but it
emanates a subtle poison throughout the wholeraystdibiting real

progress.

When we can come to realize that it is the Highelf, $he spark or
ray of Divine Consciousness that guides us throwh our
experiences, and that therefore they are all goeden though they
may seembad at the time — we shall look upon our mistakemfa
different point of view. We shall see that in rgakach individual
tries to do the best he can in any given circunt&atcording to his
knowledge and understandiagjthat time and this depends upon his
state of evolution and/or development. If he i®liigent and fairly
well evolved, he will learn from the consequenckkis mistakes and
try his best not to repeat them.

Sometimes we attract to ourselves from the suboousdevel the
need to punish ourselves because of the guiltsege fThis is a
wrong attitude of course and stems from ignorauit @arly orthodox
conditioning concerning “sin and punishment.” Wihat need to do
is to transmute these latent negative and destruédelings of guilt
into positive and creative thoughts and feelings] ao better method
has ever been devised than through the use of #net Keys in
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meditation.

We must not hate ourselves either, but become mtodgeant of our
personality, looking upon it as we would a smallctkhat is growing
into maturity through experience and through lovibgt firm
discipline. We should not drag past mistakes khbmlike a ball and
chain, but forgive ourselves and determine to tara life lived in the
law of God. If we do not love ourselves, how camlave others? Or
make ourselves lovable to others? We are nones @xpressing as
yet the perfection which is our eventual destinjreovise we would
not be here going through the many grades in “Gedmoolhouse,”
i.e. life on this Earth planet! | would like to atidre that a sense of
humor is a most necessary quality, for it helpsousee our past errors
in proper proportion and perspective.

It is needful to remember that everything we have
experienced are things which we have earned, whethe
they are good or bad. We make our own karma. Harm
actually means action and reaction. If you sitaohot
stove, you will burn your hind end. If you projestger,
anger and inharmony will flow back to you; but “@ilove, and love

to your heart will flow in an ever widening strednilherefore if we
yearn for beautiful, happy, harmonious conditiome,must earn them
through ourday to dayliving, thinking and feeling. To get, we must
give.

When Jesus said: “Come unto me,” | believe He mear W,
“turn within” to the loving, all-wise Christ SelfrcdHigher syfiie
Self, the very core of our being, laying our “bund& (our
problems and guilts) down before this radiant Glahen
rising cleansed and purified, enabling us to gavéod relieved of this

hampering burden, determined to follow the inneghtiwith ever

more devotion.

Forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.

» Matthew 6:12 (The Lord’s Prayer)<
2o
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THE HEPTAD

“Choose always the way that seems right; howevaghoit may be.
Practice will make it easy and pleasant.” — Attribdit® Pythagoras

The heptad, or the number 7, was called “worthy 6f%
veneration” by the Pythagoreans. Considering somthe 7
combinations of digits that constitute the number (7
Pythagorean thought holds some interesting porinpmnder

e 3+4

The 3 (spirit, mind, and soul) descend into thené (torld, or
4 elements), the sum being 7, or the mystic natdirenan,
consisting of a 3-fold spiritual body and a 4-faishaterial
form.

e 6+1

This combination is symbolized by the cube, whick Ga
surfaces and a mysterious seventh point withisuraces can
represent the directions: N, E, W, S, up and dowinooit,
back, right, left, above and below. In the midsthase stands
the 1, which is the MONAD, from whose center in tbe
radiates 6 pyramids.

From this comes a great occult axiom: “The cent#nasfather of the
directions, the dimensions, and the distances.”
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As the cube is unfolded, it forms a cross:

One thing that makes the number 7 uniquely diffefesm all the

other numbers within 10 is that it cannot be detibg multiplying,

nor can it be multiplied by another number greatenthaity or the
number 1, and result in a number within or less tthee number 10.
This is true of no other number less than 10. Tatithte:

4: 2x 2 (equals a number less than 10)
5: 5x2 (equals a number within 10)

6: 2x3 (equals a number less than 10)
8: 4x2 (equals a number less than 10)
9: 3x3 (equals a number less than 10)

Another one of the curious attributes of the numbeelative to the
number 10, or decad, is that it occupies a critglate, where it is
both a link and a chasm.

To illustrate: 1x2x3x4x5x6%=5040
8 x 9 x 10 x7 =5040

The Pythagoreans call the number 7 the Ruler oftlieerse because
that which is not begotten or multiplied and doest beget or
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multiply is motionless. In this context, creaticgguires motion and 7
neither creates nor is created, therefore “ancherseventh day, God
rested.”

The number 7 is symbolic of inner, psychic orden &xample, the
number of days in the week, number of notes innthesical scale,
number of alchemical metals and number of psychintess.

The number 7 is considered to be the diameter ohwthbers. A
circle with a diameter of 7 has a circumferenceyhole numbers, of
22. The ratio of 22/7 = 3.1428571....... , but what dibed look like?
Pi, which equals 3.1416..., byi is not equal to any fraction. It is
only an approximation. As mentioned in a previoatern article,
the MONAD represents God, the Law of the Circlejohitonsists of
an infinite number of points.

We have numbers likpi, because we can never take the exact
measure of a manifestation of the Infinite becahselnfinite itself is
immeasurable — we can't measure infinity, we cardsure God.

The action of life is a dividing of this circumfei@ of 22 by its
diameter of 7, resulting in 3.142857,142857,1428b¢&, residuum
eternally repeating as “142857.” Since the begignif history in
Egypt, this repetertd of “142857” has always been considered a
Sacred Number and was often engraved on the moniemen

Let us now consider the fractions of the number 7:

1/7 = 0.142857... (carried out to at least 6 decimal
places)

2/7 =0.285714...
3/7 =0.428571...
4/7 = 0.571428...
5/7 =0.714285...
6/7 =0.857142...

13 Repeated sequence.
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7/7 = 1.000000...
8/7 =1.142857...
9/7 =1.285714...
10/7 = 1.428571...

What do we find but not only do the same six diggpear in each of
the above decimals but also that they appear isdhee sequence and
in the same direction in every case!

A regular 7-pointed heptagram cannot be construstdtda compass
and straightedge, as is the case with the othggpok. Only an
approximation is possible, because the number grfeés in a circle
(360) divided by 7 = 51.428571......

In this light, consider the quote at the beginrohghis article.

In the next issue, the symbolism of the numberhgidknown to the
Pythagoreans as the Ogdoad, will be explored.a# galled “the little
holy number.”
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THISWONDROUSWORLD

As we learn to look, we find the principles we learn
our lessons illustrated in nature. By the continued

practice of looking “into” the world, rather than tasurface
appearances, we become more and more aware ofdhews Order
of the Divine Reality.

SCIENTIFIC METHOD AND THE GREAT WORK

Many aspirants think that science is antitheticabtcult
practice. However, our work is occult SCIENCE, and
aspirants would do well to have a scientific attéuoward
our work.

Many mistake science for materialism. Howeverhmg
could be farther from the truth. EXxoteric sciemcswers
guestions regarding “how” the universe operates.
However, it can never answer the question “why’d an
does not attempt to do so.

Paul Case, in his excellent article “How and Whxgpfinted inThe
Lantern Summer, 2001), said:

“Everywhere we look we see things happening which
make us wonder why they happen; but before we may
hope to find out why, we must first be patient egiou

to find outhow.”

And the only way to really find out “how” is by amaching the
matter SCIENTIFICALLY. In using the scientific metthowe start
out with a HYPOTHESIS. Then we go to work to seeoufr
hypothesis is true in the real world. In doingsthve must suspend
pre-existing beliefs — that is, we must be opeth&possibility of our
hypothesis being UNTRUE. And we must be open taewalience,
whether it supports our hypothesis or not. If we anly open to
results that prove our hypothesis true, or if westwhe results to
prove our hypothesis, then we are not open to bgioged wrong. If
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we are not open to being proved WRONG, we are penao truth!

A hypothesis is an “educated guess” about some chaspie the
workings of nature. Ascientific hypothesis, however, must be more
than interesting speculation. It must meet twain@gnents:

1. It must baestable.
2. It must bdalsifiable.

Thus, the hypothesis that our universe is one ofyman
separate parallel universes, none of which have apy .*
contact with any other, is NOT a scientific
hypothesis. It may be true, and it is interestmghink
about, but there is no way testit, so it isn't a
scientific hypothesis. Similarly, occultists dotno}
attempt to know the three Veils of the Absolute
the veilsbehindmanifestation — because there is n
way to know anything about them.

In describing “testability”, scientists say thatsaientific hypothesis
must generatpredictions. “The word ‘predictions’ can often cause
confusion, since we commonly think of a predictemtelling about
something that igoing to happenn the future. . . A scientific
prediction is not something that is going to happen, but rather
something that is happening right now, but no one has ever
noticed. In other words, a prediction suggests a testgasion or
experiment) for the hypothesis. To say that a hygmith‘generates
predictions’ means the same thing as saying theothggis ‘is

testable’.**

Even more importantly, a hypothesis musté#laifiable — that is, if it

is not true, we should be able to find evidence ithis false. So, for
example, the hypothesis that there are other itddiplanets is NOT
a scientific hypothesis because, while we may e t@bprove ittrue,
there is no way to proveuintrue No matter how many other planets
we find to be devoid of life, there will still benaxplored planets that
MAY be inhabited.

14 Quote from: J. Stanbrough’s website:
http://www.batesville.k12.in.us/physics/PhyNet/Ab®cience/Hypotheses.html.
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The philosopher of science Karl Poppesaid that

‘risky’ — it must make predictions thatould
contradict it. The process of gaining real confidenc
in a hypothesis, then, is not in accumulating
evidence in its favor, but rather in showing that
situations that could establish its falsity donift,
fact, happen*® The same, of course, is true in
occult science.

Using the scientific method requires keen discration. The best
scientific experiments try to take into accountnaany variables as
possible that might affect their results and tryetioninate all except
the ones they want to test.

Experimental results must also Batistically significant. That is,
the results obtained must be highly unlikely to daxccurred by
random chance. It is also a scientific precept tih@ simplest
explanation for any phenomenon is the most likely.

Finally, good scientific experiments should be
replicable — that is, other scientists with equevel
training and expertise should be able to produce
similar results by doing the same experiment.

Note here that we say “other scientists with
equivalent training and expertise.” One would expect a group of
first graders to be able to replicate a complicategeriment in
physics or chemistry, and the same is true for ltisoo

Here it would be well to briefly mention the sulijeof
“pseudoscience.” There are always those who wadtthe gullible
for their own ends, or who are so tied to spedfitief systems that
they are unable to follow scientific precepts. fw,example, there

15 Karl Popper (1902-1994) — regarded as one of thatgst philosophers of science of the
20" Century.

18 Stanbrough, op. cit.
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are various elaborate counter-explanations for ekistence of the
evolutionary record, aimed at shoring up variouligjiaus beliefs.

There are also charlatans who prey on
people’s ignorance and mistrust of the
scientific community, making their living by
exploiting those who do not understand
enough to dispute their claims. For example,
there is currently a “Doctor” who, after
becoming certified via a correspondence course d&®aartor of
Alternative Medicine,” is now making a living onetHecture circuit
and by selling his books and other products, atbpded to have
“healing properties.” Unfortunately, quite a fewegple have been
taken in by his claims. Mistrust of the scientitommunity leads
many of to believe that “traditional scientistseaither unwilling to
be open to the work of such charlatans, or “dordntws to know”
about the benefits of their wares.

All in all, one must remember to “make haste slgivBnd that our
work is conducted “suavely, and with great ingentit As we
proceed, using the scientific method as we study pmactice our
lesson work, our mind, heart and senses gradup#y ¢o experience
the beauty and wonder of all life, bringing us egegater joy which
we can, in turn, extend to all humanity.

NOTE: Many thanks to J. Stanbrough, teacher of iphyat
Batesville High School, Batesville, Indiana. Hisglienand elegant
explanations of scientific hypotheses may be faimithe Batesville
High School website at:
http://mww.batesville.k12.in.us/physics/PhyNet/AboutScience/Hypot
heses.html.
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Whether or not you can observe a thing
depends upon the theory you use.

It is the theory which decides what can be

observed.

~Albert Einstein

If you have an interesting article about our natuveorld to share,
send it toThe Lantern, c/o B.O.T.A., 5101 North Figueroa Street, Los

Angeles, CA 90042. Editorial discretion will be usedprinting
articles.
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f ’ jrafer _/4 ,:S C)orner'

The following are excerpts from a letter sent byté&iréd.J.M:

Recently | chose to make a self-sacrifice that hadem
a huge impact upon my life. It has shown me st |
is a very natural and necessary part of the worle w
live in. Webster’s Dictionary defines sacrifice .as.
“To suffer loss of, or give up for an end regardesl
superior.” The procession of the seasons is aguérf
example of this.

The natural world begins to work its magic in the
springtime with the sprouting plants. In the summe
the beauty is at its peak. When the harvest season
arrives nature gives us the life that she has warke

for almost a year to produce. Finally, in winter
practically all plant life loses its luster and dwa into
itself in order to give way and make room for thesvn

life and colors of spring. This is a sacrifice thaust

be made so that we may experience another year of
nature’s bounty. . .

The earth (nourishes us) with its life blood in fbem

of air, water, animals and plants. Everything that
makes this world a beautiful and wonderful place is
willingly sacrificed. These sacrifices are notilied to
food. The world offers gifts to all of your sens@se
earth suffers much loss for . . . human existence.

In Latin the word sacrifice means “to make sacred.”
To give up a part of yourself voluntarily is an auft
love. This love, by its association with Divinityakes
the ones involved in this act most holy.
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The world is a beautiful place and should be trdae
such. It should not be profaned. It is a diviné g
through which sacrifices may be seen, experienced,
and appreciated.

“. .. continually offer the sacrifice of praise @od,
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks todHiame.
But do not forget to do good and to share, for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

~ Hebrews 13: 15-16.

26 Spring 2006 Builders of the Adytum, SMOFigueroa St., Los Angeles, CA 90042



THE LANTERN

L b b S

www.bota.org with links to www.botaineurope.org (European center)
and www.bota.org.nz (New Zealand branch). B.O.T.A. does not have or
endorse any on-line study groups or any other websites.

Visit the B.O.T.A. Home Page at http://www.bota.org

Latest updates of regional activities and special events

Selected articles from the archives of Adytum News Notes
and Zenith News Notes

Open Door requests

New member application

Online catalog of books, tapes, diagrams

Dues payments online

B.O.T.A. has only one authorized portal on the Internet,

The daily lesson work and practical applicatiorttaf principles therein
in our everyday lives are the life-breath of theigml training and work of
B.O.T.A., and that which will promote the greatpstsonal growth. Active
participation in groups can also aid in spirituaiowth, when group
activities are equilibrated within the central feanf self-transmutaticithe
essential study and practice of the lesson matdBiad.T.Als priceless
heritage given from the hearts of our beloved Headter Case and Ann
Davies. For members interested in the group waopketsof the Order, many
areas of the country have officially recognizedgmmg study groups and
Pronaoii, as well as scheduled special eventsirffammation about special
events or participation in Pronaos or study gragit the B.O.T.A. website
athttp://www.bota.orgor contact the Regional Coordinator for your area.

Yow are inoited..

Fratres and Sorores who live in or are visiting lLoggeles are cordially
invited to attend the Qabalistic Healing Sundayviger presented every
Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. at the B.O.T.A. Templeos Angeles, 5101
N. Figueroa Street. This always special event endp all.

X
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Contact the Regional Coordinators for your area faformation about
Pronaos, study groups or special events

Southern Califor nia-Arizona-Nevada Region

Keith  and Marjhe Tannler, Oceanside, CA (760) ©342,
Marjhe@bota.org

Northwest Region

Mary Craig, San Jose, CA (408) 997-13@®%aig.Mary@gmail.com

Anne Santos, San Jose, CA (408) 288-7@68¢@bkbeyond.com

Southwest-Rocky M ountain Region
Ellen McCormick Martens (832) 289-633lemccm@hotmail.com
Jim Solomon (214) 483-538fs0l@sbcglobal.net

Midwest-Southeast Region
Kittie Palm-Houser, (614) 231-8378aph@wowway.com
Steve Palm-Houser, (614) 231-8388h@wowway.com

Northeast Region
Sally Myles, (978) 897-7480 eveningsnyles@emc.com
Mark Robinson, (978) 897-7480 eveninggjrobinson@rcn.com

South Pacific Region

Contact B.O.T.A. N.Z. Headquarters, P.O. Box 39,1Raenae, Lower
Hutt, New Zealand

011-64 4-567-5751, e-malhota@xtra.co.nz2Web:http://www.bota.org.nz

South America and M exico Region
Contact B.O.T.A. Headquarters (323) 255-7141, (8&8) 255-4166

European B.O.T.A. Groups

Contact B.O.T.A. Europe Office (New Address Sefiteni, 2004)
16, BLD ASSISCLE
66000 Perpignan, FRANCE
E-Mail: europe@bota.org Web:http://www.bota.org

Questions about Pronaos and Study Groups in your area should
be directed to the Regional Coordinator, not to the B.O.T.A.
office.
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Mine inferior nature is the universal substance,
The divine mirror
Wherein I, who dwell at the heart of all things,
Am reflected to myself.

~The Book of Tokens
Meditation on Gimel



