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Introduction Iy

e
Fifty years ago, ourdBoved Soror in L.V.X., the Rey. l ﬂ| I |
Ann Davies tought the spiritual impetus of , ! i ‘ (i m '|"
Builders of the Adytum to New Zealand. In her o W
words she stated that the Master Rad spent
many years preparing the way for the Ageless |
Wisdom teachings, through the vehicle of B.O.T A5,
to be brought to New Zealand. This was to bring |
about the development athe linkage in New i v = !
Zealand fothe balancing of certain forces | 0 >
necessary as required ltiye Inner SchoolNew Ve A
Zealand is geographically situated so it is relatively the same
distance from the equator as Californighisbalancewas required
for the linkage to take place

Rev. Ann and Dick Hartshorne

The Rev. Ann came New Zealand three
times- 1963, 1964 staying fo four months)
and 1969(staying for five week} thereby
laying the foundation for the work of Builders
of the Adytum to be undertaken.

As we pause to celebrate fifty Jubilee years of
B.O.TA. in New Zealand, we can remember
the loving insight, caring anwisdom that
comes to us from our predecessors: Paul
Foster Casdiarriet B. CasdRev. Ann Davies,
Rev. Will Chesterman and Joyce Chesterman.
It is through their perseverangeontinual

loving effortsand thdr laying of a solid
foundationthat has eabled the B.O.T.A. wotk continue
to flourish.The great love emanating from the Rev. Ann was without doubt the greatest amongst the
many treasures which she bestowed upon us. Her unique gift to humanity is prebesejyality of
love which she was #bto permeatethroughout the entire Ageles@/isdom teachings. As the Rev.
Ann was able to experience cosmic consciousness on a daily basis at will, sheeviagrabbmit
and elaboratehe true fraternal acceptance of each other as spiritual brotheid sisters seen a
her exampls of loving unity between all peoples. __

Rev. Ann and Alastair Wallace

. dho¢ P! & KI A& adzZNBADSR

all true occult orders experience. There have N
been many testand trials, and now we have
extraordinary access to three New Zealand
Temples; two in the North Island and one in the
South Island. Through the changes we keep
moving forward and growindmagination,
desires and perseverance have bought B.O.T.A
a worldwide organisation that is growing on a
daily basis. The Rev. Anngaid 6 2 S | NB
quantity, we ardr FG SNJ ljdzZ f AG e

The three New Zealand Centres of Light shine
radiantly, bringing the L.V.X. to the Earth and

humanity, and it is our privilege to uphold that
Light for all. John Stancliffe, Rev. Will and Rev. Ann,
AucklandAirport, 1969
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Reverend Will Chestermah917¢ 2003
'I:thev. Will came from the ggneration thattnessed an(}axperignced two world wars and a globa[
RSLINBaaAzyod 1S gta F GNMHzS 3ASYyidtSYlFy>s Ay SOHSNE

He was appointed Chief Roauter of New Zealanih 1967. He amh Joyce had already spent many
years remodelling the Naenae Temple to the high standard that remains today. He ensured that
B.O.T.A. had everything necessary so the Work may be undertaken with ditisityeticulous eye

for detail (he wonderfully displaykthis positive Virgo Sun characteristic) ensured that each piece of
equipment was impeccably and beautifully constructed, and made to last.

Withhisskilld & Fy | O002dzy it yis KS heesfindbothyNew FeddhdRandiL®sS h NJ
AngelesHis exeptional orderliness and attentieto-detail meant hat the Temples in New Zealand
and Los Angeldsinctioned in an organised fashion that was beneficial to the growth of the Order.

Rev. Will and Joyce speperiods of time in Los Angelesere their skis and loving guidamecserved

to assist with the Los Angel&emple work. Guidance, insight and support continued in this fashion
over many years. By the time Rev. Will was edRrolocuter Generah 1994, he was already
guidingB.O.T.A. on a global seghnd his quick intuition and especial guidance was a source of
inspiration and comfort for many aspirantsle spent 40 years assiduously working and guiding the
Work so, now on a global scale, it has reached a level of stability which can be sussaveedhave
forward into the Aquarian Age.

When delivering lectures Rev. Will spoke from the heart, and his widdlech talks often contained
memorable anecdotes. We fondly remember Joyce in the front row, tapping her watch to remind
him that he had gon@ast the allocated time. We remember his enthusiasm, sense of humour,
integrity, his love for the Wisdom of B.O.T.A. and his vigilance in keeping the Work pure.

The following is an excerpt from a sermon Rev. Will gave at Asilomar!)2509:

G 2 S néed to forever retain brightness and cheerfulness in heart and soul
in the adventure of life itself. We can enjoy all things of life, especially the
nature of love and unity, without which all is in vain. Fratres and Sorores, if
we can hold deeply whin our hearts what we are given in the teachings of

this Order, it is an enormous step forward in the development of vehicles of
expression for that indwelling Spirit of Life within us, the Life Breath. Then the
Life Breath can express in a mannerttisagoverned by the indwelling Spirit,
and not by our personalities, which cannot change a thing. Do be encouraged
and always remember the rules of the game, which are all positives, rather
different from traffic signs, which often tell us whaot to do. That is what
spiritual signposts are like, too, if we ignore their positive directibis. so

painful to say goodbye, but we all have to get back to our work and do what
we are expected to do, and what we have pleasure in doing. Bless you all,
MF GNBa FyR {2NRBNBa®dE

We are sincerely grateful to our
Predecessors, those who have paved
the way for us.

Rev. Will and Joyce Chesterma
Naenae Temple, 2002.
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The Higher Thought Temple Auckland
¢tKS O2yRAGAZ2YyA fSIRAY3I dzL] G2
New Zealand in 1963 were underway beforehand in
Auckland with Frank Goodey and Alastair Wallace. The g
NBE O2 NR & Ksotdridvfl R f WA Ghadbeen S NI A
imported by Frank Goode who introduced Alastair
Wallace to the recording. As a consequence, Alastair
Wallaceand Dick Hartshorne sponsored theMRAnn on
her first visit to New Zealand.

1

ﬁ x —
—

The first meeting waséid in the Auckland Town Hall.
However, the venue was changed to the Ellen Melville |
Hall, and this change saw the Rev. Will running through
Auckland streets to be on time for the mésg. He
described hisifst meeting with the Rev. Ares being . .
GSY GBSt 2LI8R Ay F NI RA Iy O3 NgHghep Thogdat Templs, Gnion sy, Aucklar 5 5
diamonds of light, and embracedd a love that seemed cosmic in sGus thére were 35@eople at

that first meeting and the Rev. Will tekaloyce to meet with the Rev. Ann and the connections were
sealed between the three.

The Auckland Pronaos was originally held in Upper Queen Street at WhitéhidalbersLater, the
Higher Thought Temple was rent&dm Higher Thought ; ,

New Zealand, whicWvasincorporated in 1930. This society
is remembered for its generosity towards small specialise

spiritual aspiration groups committed to higher thought
and who did not have a temple of their ow

and when the land lease expired, the elderly trustees (witlf a—@ﬁ'ﬁ'— T
dwindling membership numberdglt unable to proceed, S
and they offered the beautiful temple to Builders of the
Adytum. This offer wagratefully accepted and after
renewing the lease for a period, B.O.T.A. was eventually
able to raise the fungineed to purchase the land.

The Higher Thought Templeas designed in 1927 in Front entrance, Higher Thought Temple

the stripped classical style by Henry F. Robinson, a Devonpbitestc It was built at 1 Union St in

1928. The building was constructed by Craig Brothers. Original architectural drawings note that it was
a doublebrick and concrete church hall for the Auckland Higher Thought Cente

denominational church, foundedith the intention of enabling people to study the principles of
Christianity free from restrictions or spiritual dogma. The
origins of higher thought were based on an American |
LIKAf 2a2LKAO0OFE Y20SYSyd WwWb$3g K u G INB g
LJ2 Lddzt F NX (& & WighérRiSughtNéwSZealagds) n
was incorporated in 1930 and remains as an incorporate
society.

The Higher Thought Temple was reported to be the first
institution of its type built in New Zealand. The building
reflected the comparatively high profile olternative
spiritual philosophis in New Zealand during the 12@& &

One of thdeadlight and stained glass windsw
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In 1951 the lease of the Higher Thought Temple was renewed in the name Bigher
Thought of New Zealandcorporated. The Higher Thought of New Zealand Trust Board
purchased the & in 1992 and transferred it to the B.O.T.A. Trust Board in 1993.

The aesthetic and decorative elements of
the Higher Thought Temple accentuate the
entrance. The building retains its original
spaces and the majority of the design
features are still intet. There are numerous
decorative details, high plastered ceilings,
leadlight windows with stained glass details|
A George Croft organ provides an megsive
background to the daishe Higher Thought
Temple meets the threshold for scheduling
as a Histori¢leritage Place, Category B. It ig
considered to be of considerable significange
in relation to historical, social, physical and
aesthetic values, and overall it is assessed gs
being of considerable local value.

In gatitude to Auckland founding members:
Rev. Will Chestermamylkce Chesterman,
George Massan, Poldi Williamson, Ray
Marret, David Duggan, Alastair Wallace, Di
Hartshorne, Vida Sutcliffe, Jim Morris, Jess|e

<
=

Meikle, May Maddox, David McDonald, Sandy Lewis, Mavis

) Higher Thought Temple, interior view
Osbourne and Melva Oliver. g g P

(Apologies it y & Y & Yiam$hsbeen omitted).

The Temple, Naenaé&/Vellington

tKS wS@d ! yyQa UGKANR @GAairld ¢l faurmogths Waetings werk BedBS &
in premises rented from the English Speaking Union, first in the canityafollowed by a move to

/| 2dzNIySe tfl OS Ay mMpcp® LY mMpro GKS / KSAUGSNXYIY
family, members and friendsp purchase the Naenae Temple (which was originally a Brethren Every

. 28aQ wl f f 8restolatiorf). Driyig the $earR prigr To the purchase of the Temple and the great
amount of work required to bring it up to an acceptable standard, the lessons were stored and distribute
FTNRY (KS [/ KS zidSrolvtheyhdn@ of kre Yabighter.

TheRev. Will and Joyce travelled to U.S.A. on mangsicns, starting in 1965. In 198he Rev. Ann
returned to New Zealand for her third and final visit. The Rev. Will and Joyce met her in Auckland and af
meetings in Auckland, they drove to Wellingtarnwas a happy five weekaijth meetings, social gatherings,

sightseeing and plenty of rest and
relaxation for Rev. Ann in the
peaceful surroundings of the

/| KSAGSNXYIFyaQ ! 11
home. During this visit Rev. Ann sva
given a civic welcome by theayor

of LowerHutt, Percy Dowse.

The Naenae Templ@/ellington




