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Rev. Ann Davies and Rev. Will Chesterman, 1969. 
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Above: Rev. Ann Davies. 
Top Right: Rev. Will Chesterman, Rev. Ann Davies 
and David Duggan, Auckland Temple. 
Right: Joyce Chesterman and Rev. Ann Davies, 
1969. 
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John Stancliffe, Rev. Will and Rev. Ann, 
 Auckland Airport, 1969 

Rev. Ann and Dick Hartshorne 

Rev. Ann and Alastair Wallace 

Introduction 
Fifty years ago, our Beloved Soror in L.V.X., the Rev. 
Ann Davies brought the spiritual impetus of 
Builders of the Adytum to New Zealand.  In her own 
words she stated that the Master R. had spent 
many years preparing the way for the Ageless 
Wisdom teachings, through the vehicle of B.O.T.A., 
to be brought to New Zealand. This was to bring 
about the development of the linkage in New 
Zealand for the balancing of certain forces 
necessary as required by the Inner School.  New 

Zealand is geographically situated so it is relatively the same 
distance from the equator as California. This balance was required 
for the linkage to take place.  

The Rev. Ann came to New Zealand three 
times - 1963, 1964 (staying for four months) 
and 1969 (staying for five weeks), thereby 
laying the foundation for the work of Builders 
of the Adytum to be undertaken. 
 
As we pause to celebrate fifty Jubilee years of 
B.O.T.A. in New Zealand, we can remember 
the loving insight, caring and wisdom that 
comes to us from our predecessors: Paul 
Foster Case, Harriet B. Case, Rev. Ann Davies, 
Rev. Will Chesterman and Joyce Chesterman.   
It is through their perseverance, continual 
loving efforts and their laying of a solid 

foundation that has enabled the B.O.T.A. work to continue 
to flourish. The great love emanating from the Rev. Ann was without doubt the greatest amongst the 
many treasures which she bestowed upon us. Her unique gift to humanity is precisely the quality of 
love which she was able to permeate throughout the entire Ageless Wisdom teachings. As the Rev. 
Ann was able to experience cosmic consciousness on a daily basis at will, she was able to transmit 
and elaborate the true fraternal acceptance of each other as spiritual brothers and sisters, seen as 
her examples of loving unity between all peoples. 
 
.ΦhΦ¢Φ!Φ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ΨōƛǊǘƘ ǇŀƴƎǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ 
all true occult orders experience. There have 
been many tests and trials, and now we have 
extraordinary access to three New Zealand 
Temples; two in the North Island and one in the 
South Island. Through the changes we keep 
moving forward and growing. Imagination, 
desires and perseverance have bought B.O.T.A. to 
a world-wide organisation that is growing on a 
daily basis. The Rev. Ann saidΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
quantity, we are ŀŦǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  
 
The three New Zealand Centres of Light shine 
radiantly, bringing the L.V.X. to the Earth and 
humanity, and it is our privilege to uphold that 
Light for all. 
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Reverend Will Chesterman 1917 ς 2003 
The Rev. Will came from the generation that witnessed and experienced two world wars and a global 
ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΣ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ΨŘƻŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΩΦ 
 
He was appointed Chief Prolocuter of New Zealand in 1967.  He and Joyce had already spent many 
years remodelling the Naenae Temple to the high standard that remains today. He ensured that 
B.O.T.A. had everything necessary so the Work may be undertaken with dignity. His meticulous eye 
for detail (he wonderfully displayed this positive Virgo Sun characteristic) ensured that each piece of 
equipment was impeccably and beautifully constructed, and made to last. 
 
With his skills ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘΣ ƘŜ ŀōƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀnces in both New Zealand and Los 
Angeles. His exceptional orderliness and attention-to-detail meant that the Temples in New Zealand 
and Los Angeles functioned in an organised fashion that was beneficial to the growth of the Order. 
 
Rev. Will and Joyce spent periods of time in Los Angeles where their skills and loving guidance served 
to assist with the Los Angeles Temple work. Guidance, insight and support continued in this fashion 
over many years. By the time Rev. Will was named Prolocuter General in 1994, he was already 
guiding B.O.T.A. on a global scale, and his quick intuition and especial guidance was a source of 
inspiration and comfort for many aspirants.  He spent 40 years assiduously working and guiding the 
Work so, now on a global scale, it has reached a level of stability which can be sustained as we move 
forward into the Aquarian Age. 
 
When delivering lectures Rev. Will spoke from the heart, and his wisdom-filled talks often contained 
memorable anecdotes. We fondly remember Joyce in the front row, tapping her watch to remind 
him that he had gone past the allocated time. We remember his enthusiasm, sense of humour, 
integrity, his love for the Wisdom of B.O.T.A. and his vigilance in keeping the Work pure. 
 
The following is an excerpt from a sermon Rev. Will gave at Asilomar, July 9th, 2000: 
 
 ά²Ŝ Řƻ need to forever retain brightness and cheerfulness in heart and soul  
 in the adventure of life itself. We can enjoy all things of life, especially the 
 nature of love and unity, without which all is in vain. Fratres and Sorores, if 
 we can hold deeply within our hearts what we are given in the teachings of 
 this Order, it is an enormous step forward in the development of vehicles of 
 expression for that indwelling Spirit of Life within us, the Life Breath. Then the 
 Life Breath can express in a manner that is governed by the indwelling Spirit, 
 and not by our personalities, which cannot change a thing. Do be encouraged 
 and always remember the rules of the game, which are all positives, rather 
 different from traffic signs, which often tell us what not to do. That is what 
 spiritual signposts are like, too, if we ignore their positive direction. It is so  
 painful to say goodbye, but we all have to get back to our work and do what 
 we are expected to do, and what we have pleasure in doing. Bless you all, 
 FǊŀǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻǊƻǊŜǎΦέ 

 
 

We are sincerely grateful to our 
Predecessors, those who have paved 

the way for us. 
 
 

Rev. Will and Joyce Chesterman, 
Naenae Temple, 2002. 
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The Higher Thought Temple, Union St, Auckland 

Front entrance, Higher Thought Temple 

One of the leadlight and stained glass windows 

The Higher Thought Temple Auckland 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǾΦ !ƴƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 
New Zealand in 1963 were underway beforehand in 
Auckland with Frank Goodey and Alastair Wallace. The 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ!n Esoteric vŀōŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ had been 
imported by Frank Goodey, who introduced Alastair 
Wallace to the recording. As a consequence, Alastair 
Wallace and Dick Hartshorne sponsored the Rev. Ann on 
her first visit to New Zealand.  
 
The first meeting was held in the Auckland Town Hall. 
However, the venue was changed to the Ellen Melville 
Hall, and this change saw the Rev. Will running through the 
Auckland streets to be on time for the meeting. He 
described his first meeting with the Rev. Ann as being 
άŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀŘƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ǎǇŀǊƪƭƛƴƎ 
diamonds of light, and embraced in a love that seemed cosmic in sourŎŜέΦ There were 350 people at 
that first meeting and the Rev. Will took Joyce to meet with the Rev. Ann and the connections were 
sealed between the three. 
 
The Auckland Pronaos was originally held in Upper Queen Street at White Hall Chambers. Later, the 
Higher Thought Temple was rented from Higher Thought 
New Zealand, which was incorporated in 1930. This society 
is remembered for its generosity towards small specialised 
groups who sought health for themselves and others, and to 
spiritual aspiration groups committed to higher thought, 
and who did not have a temple of their own. 
 
The Rev. Will was well known to the trustees and members 
and when the land lease expired, the elderly trustees (with 
dwindling membership numbers), felt unable to proceed, 
and they offered the beautiful temple to Builders of the 
Adytum. This offer was gratefully accepted and after 
renewing the lease for a period, B.O.T.A. was eventually 
able to raise the funds need to purchase the land. 
 
The Higher Thought Temple was designed in 1927 in 
the stripped classical style by Henry F. Robinson, a Devonport architect. It was built at 1 Union St in 
1928. The building was constructed by Craig Brothers. Original architectural drawings note that it was 
a double-brick and concrete church hall for the Auckland Higher Thought Centre - non-
denominational church, founded with the intention of enabling people to study the principles of 
Christianity free from restrictions or spiritual dogma. The 
origins of higher thought were based on an American 
ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ΨbŜǿ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩs. Higher Thought New Zealand 
was incorporated in 1930 and remains as an incorporated 
society. 
 
The Higher Thought Temple was reported to be the first 
institution of its type built in New Zealand. The building 
reflected the comparatively high profile of alternative 
spiritual philosophies in New Zealand during the 1920ΩǎΦ  
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The Naenae Temple, Wellington 

Higher Thought Temple, interior view 

In 1951 the lease of the Higher Thought Temple was renewed in the name of the Higher 
Thought of New Zealand Incorporated. The Higher Thought of New Zealand Trust Board 
purchased the site in 1992 and transferred it to the B.O.T.A. Trust Board in 1993. 
 
The aesthetic and decorative elements of 
the Higher Thought Temple accentuate the 
entrance. The building retains its original 
spaces and the majority of the design 
features are still intact. There are numerous 
decorative details, high plastered ceilings, 
leadlight windows with stained glass details. 
A George Croft organ provides an impressive 
background to the dais. The Higher Thought 
Temple meets the threshold for scheduling 
as a Historic Heritage Place, Category B. It is 
considered to be of considerable significance 
in relation to historical, social, physical and 
aesthetic values, and overall it is assessed as 
being of considerable local value. 
 
In gratitude to Auckland founding members: 
Rev. Will Chesterman, Joyce Chesterman, 
George Massan, Poldi Williamson, Ray 
Marret, David Duggan, Alastair Wallace, Dick 
Hartshorne, Vida Sutcliffe, Jim Morris, Jessie 

Meikle, May Maddox, David McDonald, Sandy Lewis, Mavis 
Osbourne and Melva Oliver. 
 
(Apologies if ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩs name has been omitted). 

 
The Temple, Naenae, Wellington 
¢ƘŜ wŜǾΦ !ƴƴΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ мфсф ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ four months. Meetings were held 
in premises rented from the English Speaking Union, first in the central city, followed by a move to 
/ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ tƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ мфсрΦ Lƴ мфто ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊƳŀƴǎΩ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ όǿƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
family, members and friends), to purchase the Naenae Temple (which was originally a Brethren Every 
.ƻȅǎΩ wŀƭƭȅ Iŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ restoration). During the years prior to the purchase of the Temple and the great 
amount of work required to bring it up to an acceptable standard, the lessons were stored and distributed 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊƳŀƴǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ, and from the home of one daughter. 
 
The Rev. Will and Joyce travelled to U.S.A. on many occasions, starting in 1965. In 1969 the Rev. Ann 
returned to New Zealand for her third and final visit. The Rev. Will and Joyce met her in Auckland and after 
meetings in Auckland, they drove to Wellington. It was a happy five weeks, with meetings, social gatherings, 

sightseeing and plenty of rest and 
relaxation for Rev. Ann in the 
peaceful surroundings of the 
/ƘŜǎǘŜǊƳŀƴǎΩ !ƪŀǘŀǊŀǿŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 
home. During this visit Rev. Ann was 
given a civic welcome by the Mayor 
of Lower Hutt, Percy Dowse. 

 
 


